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21. 2.–1. 3. 2026
Ljubljana

Slovenija / Slovenia

MEDNARODNO KLAVIRSKO 
TEKMOVANJE FESTIVALA 
LJUBLJANA 2026
LJUBLJANA FESTIVAL 
INTERNATIONAL PIANO 
COMPETITION 2026

Ustanoviteljica Festivala Ljubljana je Mestna občina Ljubljana. / The Ljubljana Festival was founded by the City 
of Ljubljana.

Program finančno omogoča / The programme is supported by:

Častni pokrovitelj 9. Zimskega festivala in Mednarodnega klavirskega tekmovanja Festivala Ljubljana 2026 je 
župan Mestne občine Ljubljana Zoran Janković. / The Honorary Patron of the 9th Winter Festival and Ljubljana 
Festival International Competition 2026 is the Mayor of the City of Ljubljana Zoran Janković.
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10. 2.–2. 3. 2026

9. ZIMSKI FESTIVAL 
9th WINTER FESTIVAL 

10. 2. 2026 
ob 19.30 / at 7.30 pm 
Cankarjev dom

 OTVORITEV 9. ZIMSKEGA  
FESTIVALA / OPENING OF THE 
9TH WINTER FESTIVAL

H. Berlioz: 
ROMEO IN JULIJA 
dramska simfonija

ROMEO AND JULIET 
symphonie dramatique

ORKESTER SLOVENSKE  
FILHARMONIJE / SLOVENIAN 
PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA
DRŽAVNI ZBOR IZ KAUNASA  
KAUNAS STATE CHOIR

Festivalski zbor Virtuozi
Virtuosi Festival Choir 

CHARLES DUTOIT 
dirigent / conductor

Solisti / Soloists: 

JULIE BOULIANNE 
mezzosopran / mezzo-soprano

CYRILLE DUBOIS, tenor 

EDWIN CROSSLEY-MERCER 
bas / bass

12. 2. 2026 
ob 19.30 / at 7.30 pm 
Viteška dvorana / Knights' Hall, 
Križanke

IVANA PRIPOVEDUJE - 
HARFA ODZVANJA 

IVANA SPEAKS –  
THE HARP RESOUNDS
POLONA VETRIH, glas / vocal

MOJCA ZLOBKO VAJGL 
harfa / harp

17. 2. 2026 
ob 19.30 / at 7.30 pm 
Slovenska filharmonija  
Slovenian Philharmonic

SLOKAR KVARTET POZAVN  
SLOKAR TROMBONE 
QUARTET
Z gosti iz Konservatorija za  
glasbo in balet Ljubljana  
With guests from Ljubljana 
Conservatory of Music and Ballet

18. 2. 2026 
ob 19.30 / at 7.30 pm 
Slovenska filharmonija  
Slovenian Philharmonic

ENSEMBLE DISSONANCE
MIGUEL Á. NAVARRO  
dirigent / conductor

VICENTE CAMPOS 
trobenta / trumpet

21. 2. – 1. 3. 2026
MEDNARODNO 
KLAVIRSKO TEKMOVANJE 
FESTIVALA LJUBLJANA 
2026 / LJUBLJANA 
FESTIVAL INTERNATIONAL 
PIANO COMPETITION 
2026

21. – 24. 2. 2026  
Slovenska filharmonija  
Slovenian Philharmonic
1. ETAPA / ROUND 1
Recital
25. & 26. 2. 2026  
Slovenska filharmonija  
Slovenian Philharmonic
2. ETAPA / ROUND 2
Recital

28. 2. & 1. 3. 2026  
Cankarjev dom
3. ETAPA / ROUND 3
Finale
Simfonični orkester  
RTV Slovenija  
RTV Slovenia Symphony Orchestra
RICARDO CASTRO, dirigent / conductor

6 finalistov / 6 finalists

Sponzorji / Sponsors: 

2. 3. 2026 
ob 19.30 / at 7.30 pm 
Cankarjev dom

 Zaključek 9. ZIMSKEGA  
FESTIVALA / Closing OF THE 
9TH WINTER FESTIVAL

GRIGORIJ SOKOLOV 
klavir / piano

Sponzor / Sponsor: 

Festival Ljubljana si pridržuje pravico 
do sprememb v programu.

The Ljubljana Festival reserves the 
right to alter the programme.

Program finančno omogoča / The programme is supported by:

Ustanoviteljica Festivala Ljubljana je Mestna občina Ljubljana. / The Ljubljana Festival was founded by the City of Ljubljana.

Glavni sponzor 
General sponsor: Glavni sponzor zunanjega oglaševanja  

General sponsor of outdoor advertising:

Častni pokrovitelj Zimskega festivala 2026 je župan Mestne občine Ljubljana Zoran Janković. / The Honorary Patron of the Winter Festival 2026 is 
the Mayor of the City of Ljubljana Zoran Janković.

Glavni medijski sponzor 
General media sponsor:
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ZORAN 
JANKOVIĆ

Mladi umetniki, dobrodošli v Ljubljani 
Ponosen sem, da na Festivalu Ljubljana namenjajo posebno pozornost tudi 
mladim, perspektivnim umetnikom, s čimer jim tlakujejo pot na največje 
glasbene odre. V ospredje jih bodo postavili tudi na Zimskem festivalu, v okviru 
katerega bo potekalo mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Festivala Ljubljana. 
Prepričan sem, da bomo na odrih Slovenske filharmonije in Cankarjevega 
doma uživali ob glasbenih mojstrovinah mladih umetnikov, ki jih čakajo 
izjemna glasbena kariera in največji svetovni odri. 
Že sama uvrstitev na tekmovanje je priznanje za ves vloženi trud mladih 
pianistov, njihovo vztrajnost in predanost umetnosti. Vsem želim, da bi na 
njem pokazali ves svoj talent in uresničili zastavljene cilje. 
V Ljubljani se zavedamo izjemnega pomena umetnosti, zato z veseljem in 
ponosom podpiramo mlade umetnike, ki s svojim delom širijo naša obzorja 
in nam odkrivajo nove svetove. Skupaj gradimo solidarno, strpno in odprto 
mesto, v katerem živimo drug ob drugem in spoštujemo vse različnosti. 

Young artists, welcome to Ljubljana 
I am proud that the Ljubljana Festival devotes special attention to up-and-
coming young artists, thus helping to pave their way to the world’s great stages. 
They will also be in the spotlight at the Winter Festival, which this year includes 
the Ljubljana Festival International Piano Competition. I am sure we will enjoy 
superb performances on the Slovenian Philharmonic stage and in Cankarjev 
Dom from young artists destined for exceptional musical careers and the world’s 
most prestigious concert platforms. 
Being selected for the competition is in itself a recognition of the dedication and 
perseverance of these young pianists and of their commitment to their art. May 
they all show their full talent in the competition and achieve the goals they have 
set for themselves. 
In Ljubljana we are deeply aware of the importance of art, and we therefore 
take great pleasure and pride in supporting young artists who, through their work, 
broaden our horizons and reveal new worlds to us. Together we are building a 
city of solidarity, tolerance and openness, where we live side by side and respect 
all differences. 

Župan Mestne občine Ljubljana
Mayor of the City of Ljubljana
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Darko 
Brlek

Leta 2026 z velikim ponosom nadaljujemo Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje 
Festivala Ljubljana, ki bo potekalo na vrhunski umetniški in organizacijski ravni 
ter postavilo še višje standarde umetniške odličnosti. Tekmovanje se je že ob 
svojem začetku uveljavilo kot pomembna mednarodna platforma za mlade 
pianiste in odskočna deska za njihov karierni razvoj.
Zmaga na prvi ediciji je Kai-Min Changu odprla vrata v svet in mu prinesla 
številne nove priložnosti. Njegova pot, ki ga je vodila na prestižna tekmovanja, 
kot sta Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje v Leedsu in Chopinovo tekmovanje v 
Varšavi, ter na nastope z uglednimi orkestri, med njimi s Kraljevim filharmoničnim 
orkestrom iz Liverpoola in Nacionalnim tajvanskim simfoničnim orkestrom, 
potrjuje, da naše tekmovanje podpira in soustvarja prihodnost vrhunskih 
glasbenikov.
Prihajajoča izvedba obljublja še višjo raven. Z izjemno enajstčlansko mednarodno 
žirijo pod predsedstvom Dubravke Tomšič Srebotnjak, nagradnim skladom v 
višini več kot 100.000 evrov ter številnimi priložnostmi za nastope v priznanih 
kulturnih institucijah želimo tekmovalcem ponuditi več kot le nagrado. Vrhunec 
tekmovanja bo finalni nastop, na katerem bo finaliste spremljal Simfonični 
orkester RTV Slovenija – eden najboljših slovenskih sestavov z mednarodnim 
ugledom. Mladim pianistom želimo omogočiti prepoznavnost, izkušnjo in 
uveljavitev v svetu klasične glasbe. Prepričan sem, da bomo tudi tokrat odkrili 
novo vzhajajočo zvezdo in ji s podporo Festivala Ljubljana pomagali stopiti na 
najpomembnejše koncertne odre. 

In 2026 we proudly continue the Ljubljana Festival International Piano 
Competition, an event that combines first-class organisation and the highest 
level of musicianship. This edition is expected to set even higher standards of 
artistic excellence. From its outset, the competition has established itself as an 
important international platform for young pianists and a springboard for their 
further professional development.
Victory at the first edition opened the door to international success for winner 
Kai-Min Chang and brought him numerous new opportunities. His career 
since then, which has led him to prestigious competitions such as the Leeds 

Direktor in umetniški vodja 
Festivala Ljubljana / General 
and Artistic Director of Ljubljana 
Festival 
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International Piano Competition and the Chopin Competition in Warsaw, as 
well as performances with renowned orchestras including the Royal Liverpool 
Philharmonic Orchestra and the National Taiwan Symphony Orchestra, confirms 
that our competition supports and helps shape the future of outstanding 
musicians.
The forthcoming 2026 edition promises an even higher level. With a distinguished 
11-member international jury chaired by Dubravka Tomšič Srebotnjak, a prize 
fund of more than €100,000 and numerous performance opportunities at 
important cultural institutions, we aim to offer competitors far more than a 
prize alone. The culmination of the competition will be the final round, in which 
the finalists will perform with the RTV Slovenia Symphony Orchestra – one of 
Slovenia’s finest ensembles, with an established international reputation. Our 
goal is to provide young pianists with visibility, experience and the opportunity 
to establish themselves on the international classical music scene. I am 
confident that this edition will once again reveal a new rising star and that, with 
the support of the Ljubljana Festival, we will help them take their place on the 
world’s leading concert stages.
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»Klavirska tekmovanja so si dokaj podobna, saj je njihov cilj odkriti najboljše 
pianiste med sodelujočimi. Ne glede na to upam, da se bo vzdušje na 
Mednarodnem klavirskem tekmovanju Festivala Ljubljana 2026 razvilo v 
bolj inovativno priložnost, da bodo mladi pianisti pod vodstvom priznanih 
glasbenikov – članov žirije – pokazali ves svoj talent. Naše tekmovanje že zdaj 
zavzema ugledno mesto, saj je bilo ustanovljeno v okviru znanega in prestižnega 
evropskega glasbenega festivala. Vsi tekmovalci bodo tako imeli priložnost, 
da se izkažejo na pomembnem glasbenem dogodku, kar bo zmagovalcem 
nedvomno prineslo veliko prednost. 
Že prvo tekmovanje je bilo izjemno uspešno in je zmagovalcem prineslo številne 
priložnosti, da se uveljavijo na svetovnem prizorišču. Letos se je na tekmovanje 
prijavilo več tekmovalcev in z gotovostjo lahko rečem, da je kakovost mladih 
glasbenikov tudi tokrat izjemna. Vsem sodelujočim želim veliko uspeha!«

“Piano competitions share certain similarities, as their primary aim is to discover 
the finest pianists among the entrants. Nonetheless, I hope that the atmosphere 
of the Ljubljana Festival International Piano Competition 2026 evolves into 
a more innovative experience, guided by the esteemed musicians on the 
jury, allowing young pianists to fully showcase their talents. Our competition 
already occupies a distinguished position, having been established based 
on a renowned and prestigious European music festival. In this setting, each 
contestant has the chance to shine at a significant musical event, which 
undoubtedly provides a considerable advantage to our winners. 
The initial competition was a tremendous success, offering the winners significant 
opportunities to make their mark on the global stage. This year, we have seen 
an increase in applications for the competition, and I can confidently state 
that the quality of the young musicians is once again outstanding. I extend my 
best wishes to all the participants!”

EPIFANIO 
COMIS

Umetniški vodja Mednarodnega 
klavirskega tekmovanja Festivala 
Ljubljana 2026 / Artistic Director of 
the Ljubljana Festival International 
Piano Competition 2026
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»Z velikim veseljem izrekam dobrodošlico in prisrčno pozdravljam vse 
udeležence Mednarodnega klavirskega tekmovanja Festivala Ljubljana 2026. 
Vsem mladim pianistom želim obilo uspeha pri njihovih nastopih, s katerimi 
naj jim uspe razkriti svojo izjemno nadarjenost in ustvarjalnost. Ker bo resnična 
nagrada za vse sodelujoče, tako kandidate kot nagrajence, enkratni in 
posebni trenutek v njihovi karieri, ki ga ne bodo nikoli pozabili, želim vsem 
udeležencem veliko sreče.«

“It is a great pleasure for me to welcome and warmly greet all the competitors 
to the Ljubljana Festival International Piano Competition 2026. I wish full 
success to all young pianists in their performances, so that they may show their 
exceptional talent and creativity. Knowing that the reward for all of them – 
candidates and winners – will mean a unique moment in their careers, which 
they will never forget, I wish good luck to all the participants.”

DUBRAVKA 
TOMŠIČ 
SREBOTNJAK

Predsednica tekmovalne žirije
Competition Jury President
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ČASOVNICA TEKMOVANJA
COMPETITION SCHEDULE
Sobota-torek / Saturday-Tuesday, 21.-24. 2. 2026 
Ob 10.00 in 15.15 / at 10.00 am and 3.15 pm

1. ETAPA / ROUND 1 – RECITAL 
Dvorana Marjana Kozine, Slovenska filharmonija  
Marjan Kozina Hall, Slovenian Philharmonic
Prost vstop / Free entrance

Sreda-četrtek / Wednesday-Thursday, 25.-26. 2. 2026 
Ob 10.00 in 15.00 / at 10.00 am and 3.00 pm

2. ETAPA / ROUND 2 – RECITAL
Dvorana Marjana Kozine, Slovenska filharmonija  
Marjan Kozina Hall, Slovenian Philharmonic
Prost vstop / Free entrance

Program v 1. in 2. etapi bo povezoval Lovrenc Rogelj. 
The programme in Rounds 1 and 2 will be moderated by Lovrenc Rogelj.

Dvorana Marjana Kozine, Slovenska filharmonija / Marjan Kozina Hall, Slovenian Philharmonic
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Gallusova dvorana / Gallus Hall, Cankarjev dom

Sobota-nedelja / Sturday-Sunday, 28. 2.-1. 3. 2026 
Ob 18.00 / at 6.00 pm

3. ETAPA – FINALNI NASTOP Z ORKESTROM 
ROUND 3 – FINALE WITH THE ORCHESTRA
Gallusova dvorana / Gallus Hall, Cankarjev dom

Simfonični orkester RTV Slovenija / RTV Slovenia Symphony Orchestra
Ricardo Castro, dirigent / conductor
6 finalistov / finalists

Povezovalka programa / Programme moderator: Tajda Lekše

Vsak finalist bo izvedel klavirski koncert. Na izbiro so bila naslednja dela  
Each finalist will perform a piano concerto chosen from the following list:

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: 
Klavirski koncert št. 9 v Es-duru, K. 271 / Piano Concerto No. 9 in E-flat major, K. 271
Klavirski koncert št. 24 v c-molu, K. 491 / Piano Concerto No. 24 in C minor, K. 491
Klavirski koncert št. 27 v B-duru, K. 595 / Piano Concerto No. 27 in B-flat major, K. 595
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Ludwig van Beethoven: 
Klavirski koncert št. 4 v G-duru, op. 58 / Piano Concerto No. 4 in G major, Op. 58
Klavirski koncert št. 5 v Es-duru, op. 73 / Piano Concerto No. 5 in E-flat major, Op. 73

Fryderyk Chopin: 
Klavirski koncert št. 1 v e-molu, op. 11 / Piano Concerto No. 1 in E minor, Op. 11
Klavirski koncert št. 2 v f-molu, op. 21 / Piano Concerto No. 2 in F minor, Op. 21

Robert Schumann: Klavirski koncert v a-molu, op. 54 / Piano Concerto in A minor, 
Op. 54

Johannes Brahms: 
Klavirski koncert št. 1 v d-molu, op. 15 / Piano Concerto No. 1 in D minor, Op. 15
Klavirski koncert št. 2 v B-duru, op. 83 / Piano Concerto No. 2 in B-flat major, Op. 83

Sergej Rahmaninov: 
Klavirski koncert št. 2 v c-molu, op. 18 / Piano Concerto No. 2 in C minor, Op. 18
Klavirski koncert št. 3 v d-molu, op. 30 / Piano Concerto No. 3 in D minor, Op. 30
Rapsodija na Paganinijevo temo, op. 43 / The Rhapsody on a Theme by Paganini, 
Op. 43

Peter Iljič Čajkovski: 
Klavirski koncert št. 1 v b-molu, op. 23 / Piano Concerto No. 1 in B-flat minor, Op. 23
Klavirski koncert št. 2 v G-duru, op. 44 / Piano Concerto No. 2 in G major, Op. 44

Sergej Prokofjev: 
Klavirski koncert št. 2 v g-molu, op. 16 / Piano Concerto No. 2 in G minor, Op. 16
Klavirski koncert št. 3 v C-duru, op. 26 / Piano Concerto No. 3 in C major, Op. 26

1. marec / 1 March 2026

SLAVNOSTNA PODELITEV NAGRAD  
PO FINALNEM NASTOPU / AWARDS CEREMONY  
AFTER THE FINAL PERFOMANCE
Gallusova dvorana / Gallus Hall, Cankarjev dom
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VSTOPNICE / TICKETS
1. in 2. etapa / Round 1 and 2

Vstop prost / Free entrance

3. etapa / Round 3
Blagajna Križank, ljubljanafestival.si, Eventimova prodajna mesta in 
Petrolovi bencinski servisi / Križanke Box Office, ljubljanafestival.si, Eventim 
outlets and Petrol stations
Ob nakupu vstopnic za oba finalna večera hkrati lahko pri blagajni Križank 
koristite 50 odstotni popust. / If you buy tickets for both final nights at the 
Križanke Box Office, you are entitled to a 50% discount.
Za vse dijake in študente so ob predložitvi veljavne dijaške oziroma 
študentske izkaznice pri blagajni Križank na voljo brezplačne vstopnice tudi 
za finale tekmovanja. Prav tako so po predhodnem dogovoru na voljo 
brezplačne vstopnice za glasbene šole. / For all students, free tickets for 
the finals are also available at the Križanke Box Office upon presentation 
of a valid student ID card. Free tickets for music schools are available by 
prior arrangement as well.
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NAGRADE
1. nagrada / nagrada mesta Ljubljana:  50.000 
2. nagrada / nagrada Zavarovalnice Triglav:  30.000 
3. nagrada / nagrada Festivala Ljubljana:  15.000 
4. nagrada:  8.000 
5. nagrada:  5.000 
6. nagrada:  3.000 

Najboljšim nastopom se lahko dodelijo naslednje posebne diplome:
•	Najboljša izvedba glasbenega dela iz obdobja baroka: 500 
•	Najboljša izvedba klasične sonate: 500 
•	Najboljša izvedba glasbenega dela iz obdobja romantike: 500 
•	Najboljša izvedba glasbenega dela iz 20. stoletja: 500 
•	Najboljša izvedba glasbenega dela iz 21. stoletja: 500 
•	Najboljša izvedba glasbenega dela slovenskega skladatelja: 1.000 
•	Najvišje ocenjen pianist, ki zastopa Slovenijo: 500 

Nastopi:
•	zmagovalec bo nastopil:

- na prireditvi Festivala Ljubljana 2027/2028
- na koncertu v organizaciji umetniškega vodja tekmovanja v sezoni 2026/2027
- na Festivalu Emilija Romanja 2027/2028
- kot solist s Simfoničnim orkestrom SNG Maribor v sezoni 2026/2027 ali  
  2027/2028
- kot solist v polfinalu (»koncertna etapa«) Mednarodnega dirigentskega  
  tekmovanja Pehlivanian 

•	v kolikor bo zmagovalec finala igral na klavirju znamke Fazioli, mu bo podjetje
	 Fazioli podelilo možnost izvedbe koncerta v Fazioli dvorani v Sacileju v Italiji
•	Veleposlaništvo Republike Poljske v Slovenije bo podelilo posebno nagrado

za najboljšo izvedbo glasbenega dela Fryderyka Chopina; nagrajenec bo 
prejel petdnevno študijsko potovanje na Poljsko, ki ga bo veleposlaništvo 
organiziralo v sodelovanju z Ministrstvom za zunanje zadeve Republike 
Poljske in Državnim inštitutom Fryderyka Chopina v Varšavi; prav tako bo 
imel priložnost obiskati Državni inštitut Fryderyka Chopina, izvesti svoj koncert, 
obiskati rojstni kraj skladatelja Żelazowa Wola, spoznati profesorje klavirja 
Univerze za glasbo Fryderyka Chopina in / ali Akademije za glasbo Feliksa 
Nowowiejskega v Bidgošču

•	najvišje uvrščeni slovenski pianist bo imel priložnost nastopiti s komornim  
	 orkestrom Ensemble Dissonance
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PRIZES
1st Prize / The City of Ljubljana Prize:  50.000 
2nd Prize / The Zavarovalnica Triglav Prize:  30.000 
3rd Prize / The Ljubljana Festival Prize:  15.000 
4th Prize:  8.000 
5th Prize:  5.000 
6th Prize:  3.000 

Special diplomas may also be awarded for the following best performances:
•	Best performance of a Baroque work: 500 
•	Best performance of a Classical Sonata: 500 
•	Best performance of a Romantic work: 500 
•	Best performance of a 20th Century work: 500 
•	Best performance of a 21st Century work: 500 
•	Best performance of a work by a Slovenian composer: 1.000 
•	The highest ranked pianist representing Slovenia: 500 

Performances:
•	the winner of the competition will perform:  

- at a Ljubljana Festival event in 2027/2028
- at a concert organized by the artistic director of the competition in the 2026/  
  2027 season
- at the Emilia Romagna Festival 2027/2028
- as a soloist with the SNG Maribor Symphony Orchestra in the 2026/2027 or  
  2027/2028 season
- as a soloist at the semi-final round ("concerto round") of the Pehlivanian  
  International Conducting Competition

•	if the winner of the competition will play on a Fazioli piano, Fazioli will grant  
	 him the opportunity to perform a concert in the Fazioli Hall in Sacile, Italy
•	the Embassy of the Republic of Poland to Slovenia will award a special 

diploma for the best performance of a work by Fryderyk Chopin; the prize 
winner will receive a five day study trip to Poland, which will be organised by 
the embassy in collaboration with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Poland and the National Institute of Fryderyk Chopin in Warsaw; during the 
stay they will have the opportunity to visit the National Institute of Fryderyk 
Chopin in Warsaw, perform their own piano concert, visit the composer’s birth 
place in Żelazowa Wola and to meet piano professors from the Fryderyk Chopin 
University of Music and / or Music Academy of Feliks Nowowiejski in Bydgoszcz

•	the highest ranked Slovenian pianist will have the opportunity to perform with  
	 the Ensemble Dissonance chamber orchestra
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emiliaromagnafestival.it
Ass. Emilia Romagna Festival ETS 
+39 0542 25747 - info@erfestival.org 
Artistic Director Massimo Mercelli

International Artists Iconic VenuesPromotion of Talent Territory

Cultural Networks Educational Cultural Community

Every Year 
90 Events
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ŽIRIJA / JURY
ŽIRIJA V PREDIZBORU / PRELIMINARY JURY

Epifanio Comis je nastopal s številnimi vrhunskimi orkestri, med drugim s 
Filharmoničnim orkestrom Georga Enescuja iz Bukarešte, Orkestrom Gledališča 
Massimo Bellini v Catanii, Sicilijanskim simfoničnim orkestrom ter Simfoničnima 
orkestroma iz Osake in Kjota. Comis vodi mojstrske tečaje na pomembnih akademijah 
in univerzah, kot so Šola za glasbo na Manhattnu, Univerza za glasbo Fryderyka 
Chopina v Varšavi, Moskovski državni konservatorij Čajkovskega in Akademija za 
glasbo v Bukarešti. Nastopal je na prestižnih prizoriščih, med njimi v Državni fonoteki 
v Rimu, Sala delle Erbe v Milanu, Steinway Hall v New Yorku, Simfonični dvorani v 
Osaki, Carnegie Hall v New Yorku in v mnogih drugih. Je zelo priznan profesor – 
njegovi učenci so prejeli najvišje nagrade na najpomembnejših svetovnih klavirskih 
tekmovanjih, kot so Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Busoni, Tekmovanje kraljice 
Elizabete v Bruslju, Chopinovo tekmovanje v Varšavi, Mednarodno tekmovanje 
Čajkovski idr. Comis je poleg svoje pestre solistične in dirigentske kariere direktor in 
profesor na Konservatoriju Vincenza Bellinija v Catanii.

Epifanio Comis has performed with numerous world class orchestras including the 
George Enescu Philharmonic Orchestra of Bucharest, Catania Massimo Bellini Theatre 
Orchestra, Sicilian Symphony Orchestra, the Osaka and Kyoto Symphony Orchestras. 
Comis gives masterclasses in important academies and universities like Manhattan 
School of Music, Chopin Academy Warsaw, Tchaikovsky Conservatory Moscow and 
Bucharest Music Academy. He performed in prestigeous halls such as Discoteca di 
Stato di Roma, Sala delle Erbe di Milano, Steinway Hall in New York, Symphony Hall in 
Osaka, Carnegie Hall in New York and many others. He is a very acclaimed professor. 
His students achieve top prizes in the most important world piano competitions such 
as Ferruccio Busoni International Piano Competition, Queen Elisabeth Competition, 
Chopin Competition Warsaw, International Tchaikovsky Competition etc. Comis has 
a varied career as soloist and conductor and he is a professor at Vincenzo Bellini 
State Conservatory in Catania where he is also director.

Umetniški vodja Mednarodnega klavirskega 
tekmovanja Festivala Ljubljana 2026 
Artistic Director of the Ljubljana Festival 
International Piano Competition 2026

Italija / Italy

EPIFANIO 
COMIS
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Alberto Nosè spada med najbolj nagrajene pianiste svoje generacije. Študiral je pri 
M. Polliniju, M. Perahii, A. Jasinskem, P. Baduri-Skodi, M. Beroffu, A. Vardiju in drugih, kar 
je obogatilo njegov umetniški razvoj. Prejel je glavne nagrade na tekmovanjih, kot so 
Monte Carlo Piano Masters, New York Concert Artists, Paloma O’Shea v Santandru, 
Long-Thibaud v Parizu, Maj Lind v Helsinkih in Busoni v Bolzanu. Leta 2000 je bil tudi 
nagrajenec na Chopinovem tekmovanju v Varšavi, kar mu je pomagalo ustvariti 
svetovno solistično kariero ter nastopati z velikimi orkestri (Londonski filharmonični 
orkester, Filharmonični orkester Francoskega radia, Simfonični orkester v Madridu) 
na prizoriščih, kot so Carnegie Hall, Center Southbank, Koncertna hiša v Berlinu, 
Gledališče Châtelet in Dvorana Pleyel v Parizu, Mozarteum v Salzburgu, Gledališče 
Colon v Buenos Airesu, Gledališče La Fenice v Benetkah in Dvorana Santa Cecilia v 
Rimu. Bil je tudi član žirije na številnih mednarodnih klavirskih tekmovanjih, na primer 
v Kijevu, Tbilisiju, New Yorku, Hongkongu, Helsinkih, Budimpešti, Gradcu, Ljubljani in 
Varšavi; je tudi soustanovitelj Mednarodnega tekmovanja Amadeus v Laziseju v 
Italiji. Trenutno poučuje klavir na Konservatoriju v Veroni in Mednarodni akademiji 
Amadeus v Valeggiu sul Mincio v Italiji.

Alberto Nosè is one of the most awarded piano artists of his generation. His artistic 
development has been also enriched by studying with M. Pollini, M. Perahia, A. 
Jasinski, P. Badura-Skoda, M. Beroff, and A. Vardi, among others. Nosè has received 
the top prizes in competitions such as the Monte-Carlo Piano Masters, New York 
Concert Artists, Paloma O’Shea in Santander, Long-Thibaud in Paris, Maj Lind in 
Helsinki, and Busoni in Bolzano. He was laureate at the Chopin Competition Warsaw 
in 2000, which opened the door to an international career as a soloist as well as 
performing with major orchestras (London Philharmonic Orchestra, Philharmonic 
Orchestra of Radio France, Madrid Symphony Orchestra) in venues like Carnegie 
Hall, the Southbank Centre, Konzerthaus in Berlin, Théâtre du Châtelet and Pleyel 
Hall in Paris, Mozarteum in Salzburg, Colon Theatre in Buenos Aires, La Fenice Theatre 
in Venice, and Santa Cecilia Hall in Rome. He has been a jury member in many 
international piano competitions held in cities such as Kyiv, Tbilisi, New York, Hong 
Kong, Helsinki, Budapest, Graz, Ljubljana, and Warsaw, and he is also co-founder 
of the International Amadeus Competition in Lazise, Italy. Alberto Nosè is currently 
a professor of piano at the Verona Conservatory of Music, and is a member of the 
faculty of the International Accademia Amadeus in Valeggio sul Mincio, Italy.

Italija / Italy

ALBERTO 
NOSÈ
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Slovenija / Slovenia

Priznani slovenski pianist Tomaž Petrač je na ljubljanski Akademiji za glasbo z odliko 
diplomiral v razredu D. Tomšič Srebotnjak. Po diplomi se je štiri leta izpopolnjeval v 
Baslu, kjer je v razredu R. Buchbinderja ob koncu študija prejel koncertno diplomo. 
V letu 1988 je prejel univerzitetno Prešernovo nagrado. Do danes je nastopil na 
mnogih koncertih doma in v tujini. Kot solist je igral z različnimi orkestri, kot so Orkester 
Slovenske filharmonije, Simfonični orkester RTV Slovenija, Orkester SNG Opera in 
balet Ljubljana, Simfonični orkester iz Basla, Orkester Makedonske filharmonije, 
Komorni orkester Maribor, Komorni orkester solistov DSS, Simfonični orkester Fakultete 
za glasbeno umetnost v Beogradu, Varaždinski komorni orkester, Simfonični orkester 
SNG Maribor, in z dirigenti A. Nanutom, M. Munihom, M. Letonjo, S. Robinsonom,  
H. Rodmannom, N. Aleksejevom idr. Pogosto koncertira s priznanimi domačimi 
in tujimi glasbeniki. Trenutno je redni profesor za klavir na ljubljanski Akademiji  
za glasbo.

The acclaimed Slovenian pianist  Tomaž Petrač  graduated with distinction from 
the Ljubljana Academy of Music in the class of D. Tomšič Srebotnjak. He went 
on to study in Basel for four years, at the end of which he received a concert 
diploma in the class of R. Buchbinder. He received the 1988 Prešeren Award from 
the University of Ljubljana. To date, he has performed at many concerts at home 
and abroad. As a soloist, he has performed in many famous cultural centres and 
halls with various orchestras such as the Slovenian Philharmonic Orchestra, the 
RTV Slovenia Symphony Orchestra, the SNG Opera and Ballet Ljubljana Orchestra, 
the Basel Symphony Orchestra, the Macedonian Philharmonic Orchestra, the 
Maribor Chamber Orchestra, the DSS Soloist Chamber Orchestra, the Belgrade 
Faculty of Music Symphony Orchestra, the Varaždin Chamber Orchestra, the SNG 
Maribor Symphony Orchestra, and with conductors A. Nanut, M. Munih, M. Letonja,  
S. Robinson, H. Rodmann, N. Alexeev etc. He often gives concerts with acclaimed 
Slovenian and international musicians. Petrač is currently a Full Professor at the 
Ljubljana Academy of Music.

Tomaž 
Petrač
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TEKMOVALNA ŽIRIJA / COMPETITION JURY

Slovenska pianistka in zaslužna profesorica Dubravka Tomšič Srebotnjak velja za prvo 
kulturno ambasadorko Slovenije v svetu. S sedemnajstimi leti je diplomirala z odliko 
na sloviti Šoli Juilliard v New Yorku. Po diplomi se je dve leti izpopolnjevala pri slovitem 
pianistu Arthurju Rubinsteinu. Pianistična pot z več kot pet tisoč koncerti jo je vodila 
po svetovnih koncertnih odrih, kjer je poleg recitalov nastopala z najimenitnejšimi 
orkestri ter slavnimi dirigenti. Njen repertoar obsega dela za klavir od baroka do 21. 
stoletja ter okrog 50 klavirskih koncertov. Od leta 1987 je posnela skoraj 100 zgoščenk 
za razne založbe. Kot mlada pianistka je zmagala na mnogih mednarodnih klavirskih 
tekmovanjih, zdaj pa je članica žirij pomembnih mednarodnih klavirskih tekmovanj 
po svetu. Od leta 1966 poučuje na Akademiji za glasbo Univerze v Ljubljani, Univerza 
pa ji je leta 2013 podelila naziv zaslužna profesorica. Za svoje umetniške dosežke je 
prejela številne nagrade in priznanja doma in v tujini, med drugim Prešernovo nagrado, 
Župančičevo nagrado, Zlato liro, nagrado Avnoja itn. Leta 2018 jo je predsednik 
Republike Slovenije Borut Pahor odlikoval z zlatim redom za zasluge za življenjsko delo 
in izjemen opus na področju slovenske in svetovne glasbene poustvarjalnosti.

The Slovenian pianist and Emeritus Professor Dubravka Tomšič Srebotnjak has for 
many years been considered Slovenia’s No. 1 cultural ambassador. At age seventeen 
she graduated with distinction at the famous Juilliard School in New York. She then 
spent two years studying with the famous pianist Arthur Rubinstein. Her magnificent 
piano career with over 5,000 concerts has taken her to the most prestigious world 
concert halls, performing in recitals and with major, great orchestras and famous 
conductors. Her repertoire includes works for piano from the Baroque to the 21st century 
and around 50 piano concertos. Since 1987 she recorded almost 100 CDs for different 
record labels. As a young pianist she won many international piano competitions and 
is now a jury member of many important international piano competitions. She has 
been teaching at the Ljubljana Academy of Music since 1966. In 2013 the University of 
Ljubljana conferred her the title of Emeritus Professor. For her artistic achievements she 
has received numerous prizes and awards both at home and abroad, including the 
Prešeren Prize, Župančič Prize, Golden Lyre, Avnoj award etc. In 2018 the President of 
Republic of Slovenia Borut Pahor conferred her the Golden Order of Merit for her life’s 
work and an exceptional opus of performances in Slovenia and in the world.

Predsednica tekmovalne žirije 
Competition Jury President

Slovenija / Slovenia
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SREBOTNJAK
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Ricardo Castro je bil kljub rosni mladosti z izrednim vpisom sprejet na Šolo za glasbo 
in uprizoritvene umetnosti v Bahiji, ko je bil star komaj pet let. Leta 1984 je začel s 
študijem v Evropi, kjer se je na uglednem Konservatoriju za glasbo v Ženevi vpisal v 
mojstrski razred pri M. Tipo, v tem času pa je študiral tudi dirigiranje pri A. Gereczu. 
Študij klavirja je zaključil v Parizu pod okriljem D. Merlet. Leta 1987 je dosegel zmago 
na Mednarodnem glasbenem tekmovanju ARD v Münchnu, ki je bila odskočna 
deska njegove svetovne kariere. V svoji karieri je nastopal kot glasbenik ali dirigiral 
v nekaterih najpomembnejših koncertnih dvoranah na svetu v družbi velikih, 
znamenitih orkestrov. Poučuje na Visoki šoli za glasbo v Lozani v Švici, pa tudi na 
prestižni Šoli za glasbo v Fiesolah, od septembra 2020 pa tudi na Visoki šoli za glasbo 
v Ženevi. Leta 2007 je na pobudo vlade države Bahia osnoval projekt NEOJIBA 
(Državni centri za mladinske in otroške orkestre Bahije). Leta 2013 je postal prvi 
Brazilec, ki mu je bilo podeljeno častno članstvo v Kraljevi filharmonični družbi.

Despite his youth, Ricardo Castro was exceptionally accepted to join the School of 
Music and Performing Arts of the Federal University of Bahia at only 5 years of age. 
In 1984 he began his studies in Europe, joining the Superior Conservatory of Music 
in Geneva in the virtuosity class of M. Tipo, while also attending the conducting 
class of A. Gerecz. He completed his piano studies in Paris with D. Merlet. In 1987 he 
was the ex-aequo winner of the ARD International Music Competition in Munich, 
which kickstarted his international career. Throughout his career, he has played or 
conducted in some of the most important concert halls in the world alongside great 
and renowned orchestras. He has been a professor at the Haute École de Musique 
de Lausanne in Switzerland and at a prestigious school the Fiesole School of Music. 
From September 2020 on he’s engaged as piano teacher at the prestigious Haute 
École de Musique de Genève. Invited by the Government of the State of Bahia, 
Castro created NEOJIBA (State Centers for Youth and Children Orchestras of Bahia). 
In 2013, he became the first Brazilian to receive the Honorary Membership from the 
Royal Philharmonic Society.

Brazilija / Brasil

RICARDO 
CASTRO
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Irska, Francija 
Ireland, France

Ko je Barry Douglas prejel zlato medaljo na Mednarodnem tekmovanju Čajkovski 
leta 1986 v Moskvi, se je njegova mednarodna kariera razcvetela. Trenutno je 
umetniški vodja komornega orkestra Camerata Ireland, s katerim neguje najboljše 
mlade glasbenike Irske in Severne Irske, ter Festivala Clandeboye, s katerima slavi 
irsko dediščino. Redno nastopa na recitalih povsod po svetu, na koncertih pa je 
nastopal že z BBC-jevim Škotskim simfoničnim orkestrom, Londonskim simfoničnim 
orkestrom, Ruskim državnim orkestrom, Simfoničnim orkestrom iz Cincinnatija in 
Singapurskim simfoničnim orkestrom, Berlinskim radijskim simfoničnim orkestrom, 
Berlinsko državno kapelo in Orkestrom Hallé, Francoskim nacionalnim orkestrom, 
Simfoničnim orkestrom iz Seattla, Melbournskim simfoničnim orkestrom, Kraljevim 
filharmoničnim orkestrom iz Liverpoola, Filharmoničnim orkestrom iz Hongkonga 
ter drugimi. Barry Douglas je leta 2002 prejel naziv CBE, ko so njegovo ime uvrstili 
na novoletni častni seznam za zasluge v glasbi. Barry snema izključno za glasbeno 
založbo Chandos. Med drugim je posnel tudi vsa dela za klavirski solo Johannesa 
Brahmsa, prav tako pa raziskuje irsko ljudsko glasbo.

Barry Douglas has established a major international career since winning the 
Gold Medal at the 1986 International Tchaikovsky Competition, Moscow. As 
Artistic Director of Camerata Ireland and the Clandeboye Festival, he continues 
to celebrate his Irish heritage whilst also maintaining a busy international touring 
schedule. Barry regularly plays in recitals throughout the world, he has previously 
given concerts with the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra, London Symphony 
Orchestra, Russian National Orchestra, Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, Singapore 
Symphony Orchestra, Berlin Radio Symphony Orchestra, Berlin Staatskapelle, Hallé 
Orchestra, L’Orchestre National de France, Seattle Symphony Orchestra, Melbourne 
Symphony Orchestra, the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra and Hong Kong 
Philharmonic Orchestra, among others. Barry Douglas received the CBE in the 2002 
New Year’s Honours List for services to music. Barry is an exclusive Chandos recording 
artist. He also completed recording the full works for solo piano by Johannes Brahms, 
and he is exploring Irish folk music through his own arrangements as well.

BARRY 
DOUGLAS
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Pavel Gililov je kot nadarjen mladenič, ki ga je podpiral Dimitrij Kabalevski, 
z odliko končal študij klavirja na leningrajskem konservatoriju. Leta 1972 je še kot 
študent zmagal na državnem klavirskem tekmovanju v Moskvi. Je zmagovalec 
Chopinovega tekmovanja v Varšavi in Mednarodnega glasbenega tekmovanja 
G. B. Viotti v Vercelliju. Med letoma 1979 in 2013 je bil profesor klavirja na Visoki šoli 
za glasbo in ples v Kölnu, od leta 2007 do danes pa je profesor klavirja na univerzi 
Mozarteum v Salzburgu. Nastopil je na številnih festivalih, med drugim v Newportu, 
Barceloni, Edinburghu in Schleswig-Holsteinu, na Salzburškem festivalu, Berliner 
Festwochen in številnih drugih. Ob solistični karieri se posveča tudi komorni glasbi. 
Bil je član klavirskega kvarteta Berlinske filharmonije. Njegovi partnerji pri izvajanju 
komorne glasbe so bili P. Amoyal, D. Sitkovecki, T. Zimmerman in M. Majski. Leta 
2005 je ustanovil Telekomovo Beethovnovo tekmovanje v Bonnu in od takrat je 
tudi njegov umetniški vodja ter predsednik žirije. Gililov po vsem svetu vodi številne 
mednarodne mojstrske tečaje in je iskan član žirij na prestižnih tekmovanjih. Več 
sodobnih skladateljev mu je posvetilo dela, ki jih je tudi krstno izvedel.

As a musical prodigy, discovered by Dimitri Kabalewsky, Pavel Gililov completed 
his piano studies at the Leningrad Conservatory with honours. While still a student, 
he won the National Piano Competition in Moscow in 1972. He is the winner of the 
Chopin Competition Warsaw and the “G. B. Viotti” International Music Competition 
in Vercelli. From 1979 to 2013 he taught as a Professor of Piano at the Cologne 
University of Music and Dance, and since 2007 he has been a Professor of Piano 
at the Mozarteum University Salzburg. He has participated in numerous festivals in 
Newport, Barcelona, Edingburg, Schleswig Holstein, at Salzburg Festival, Berliner 
Festwochen and many more. In addition to his solo career, he also devotes himself 
to the field of chamber music. Pavel Gililov was a member of the Berlin Philharmonic 
Piano Quartet, and P. Amoyal, D. Sitkovetsky, T. Zimmerman and M. Maisky were 
his regular chamber music partners. In 2005, he founded the Telekom Beethoven 
Competition in Bonn, and has since been its artistic director and president of the 
jury. He leads numerous international masterclasses worldwide, and is a sought after 
juror in prestigious competitions. Several works by contemporary composers have 
been dedicated to Gililov and also premiered by him.

Ukrajina / Ukraine

PAVEL 
GILILOV
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Yaron Kohlberg navdušuje poslušalce s svojimi nastopi, razvija kreativne programe in 
podpira vzhajajoče umetnike. Pogosto so to občinstva na znamenitih prizoriščih (na 
primer Carnegie Hall, Kremelj, Prepovedano mesto v Pekingu, Kennedyjev vesoljski 
center in Palača lepih umetnosti v Ciudádu de Méxicu), vendar pa Kohlberg s 
klasično glasbo nagovarja tudi poslušalce, ki ne obiskujejo koncertov – na netipičnih 
lokacijah, kot sta avla hotela v Marakešu ali kulturni dom v Buhari v Uzbekistanu. 
Kohlberg je dobitnik desetih mednarodnih nagrad, prejemnik srebrne medalje na 
Mednarodnem klavirskem tekmovanju v Clevelandu leta 2007 ter umetniški vodja 
združenja Piano Cleveland, ki to tekmovanje organizira. Kot solist je nastopil s 
številnimi orkestri, med drugim s Clevelandskim orkestrom, Filharmoničnim orkestrom 
iz Københavna, Izraelskim filharmoničnim orkestrom in Jeruzalemskim simfoničnim 
orkestrom, Simfoničnima orkestroma iz Pekinga in Čengduja, Orkestrom Norveškega 
radia in Orkestrom Gledališča Massimo iz Palerma, med dirigenti, s katerimi je 
sodeloval, pa so T. Sondergard, J. Ling, R. Kofman, E. Šao, S. Byess in R. McAdams. Bil 
je tudi umetniški vodja koncertne turneje za zasedbo, ki izvaja priredbe njegovega 
priljubljenega alter rock banda Radiohead.

Yaron Kohlberg  ignites audiences through his performances, develops creative 
programming, and supports emerging artists. While his audiences are often found in 
famous venues (Carnegie Hall, the Kremlin, Beijing’s Forbidden City, Kennedy Space 
Center, and Mexico City’s Palace of Fine Arts among others), Kohlberg reaches 
beyond the concert-going public to engage new audiences with classical music in 
atypical places – a hotel lobby in Marrakech and a community center in Bukhara, 
Uzbekistan. The winner of 10 international prizes and the 2007 silver medallist of the 
Cleveland International Piano Competition, Kohlberg is also Artistic Director of Piano 
Cleveland, the organising body of the competition. He has appeared as soloist 
with numerous orchestras, including the Cleveland Orchestra, the Copenhagen 
Philharmonic Orchestra, the Israel Philharmonic and Jerusalem Symphony 
Orchestras, the Beijing and Chengdu Symphony Orchestras, the Norwegian Radio 
Orchestra, and the Palermo Teatro Massimo Orchestra in Italy, working with the 
conductors T. Sondergard, J. Ling, R. Kofman, E. Shao, St. Byess and R. McAdams. He 
was also the artistic director of a cover band’s concert tour, playing the works of his 
beloved alternative rock group, Radiohead.

Izrael, Združene države Amerike
Israel, United States of America

YARON 
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Andrea Lucchesini je pritegnil mednarodno pozornost že pri 18 letih, ko je leta 
1983 zmagal na Klavirskem tekmovanju Dino Ciani v milanski Scali. Leta 1994 so mu 
evropski muzikologi podelili mednarodno nagrado Akademije za glasbo Chigiana 
– kot edinemu italijanskemu glasbeniku med umetniki, kot so Gidon Kremer, Evgenij 
Kisin in Tabea Zimmermann. V začetku devetdesetih let je po srečanju z Lucianom 
Beriom dobil ponudbo za debitantski nastop s Simfoničnim orkestrom BBC na 
festivalu PROMS, in sicer za Beriov Concerto II (Echoing Curves) za klavir in dve 
instrumentalni skupini. Leta 2008 je postal član Nacionalne akademije sv. Cecilije v 
Rimu in prevzel umetniško vodenje Šole za glasbo v Fiesoleju na povabilo njenega 
ustanovitelja Piera Farullija. Med letoma 2018 in 2021 je bil umetniški direktor Rimske 
filharmonične akademije, leta 2023 pa je prejel naziv accademico filarmonico. 
Od leta 2022 je umetniški direktor združenja Prijatelji glasbe v Firencah. Lucchesini 
sodeluje z največjimi svetovnimi orkestri pod taktirko nekaterih najuglednejših 
dirigentov našega časa, med katerimi so: S. Bičkov, D. Gatti, R. Chailly, J. Temirkanov, 
G. Gavezzeni, D. R. Davies, C. Dutoit, Z. Mehta, G. Gelmetti, G. Sinopoli in  
T. Guschlbauer.

Andrea Lucchesini first drew international attention aged only 18 when he won the 
Dino Ciani Piano Competition at the Teatro alla Scala in Milan in 1983. He was 
awarded the Chigiana Music Academy International Prize in 1994 by European 
musicologists – the only Italian musician amongst such artists as Gidon Kremer, 
Evgeny Kissin and Tabea Zimmermann. In the early 1990s, Lucchesini’s encounter 
with Luciano Berio led to him being offered his debut performance with the BBC 
Symphony Orchestra at the London BBC Proms in Berio’s Concerto II – (Echoing 
Curves) for Piano and Two Instrumental Groups. In 2008 he became an Academic 
of the National Academy of St Cecilia and took over the artistic direction of the 
Fiesole School of Music, on the invitation of its founder Piero Farulli. From 2018 to 
2021 he was art director of the Roman Philharmonic Academy, and in 2023 he 
was appointed Accademico Filarmonico. Since 2022 he has been the artistic 
director of the Amici della Musica di Firenze.  Lucchesini regularly performs with 
major orchestras worldwide under some of the most renowned conductors of our 
time: S. Bychkov, D. Gatti, R. Chailly, J. Temirkanov, G. Gavezzeni, D. R. Davies, 
C. Dutoit, Z. Mehta, G. Gelmetti, G. Sinopoli and T. Guschlbauer.

Italija / Italy
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Ick-Choo Moon je prejel številne nagrade, na primer na Mednarodnem glasbenem 
tekmovanju v Montrealu in na Tekmovanju v Ženevi ter Mednarodnem klavirskem 
tekmovanju Gina Bachauer na Šoli Juilliard. Leta 1989 je prvič nastopil na recitalu v 
Lincolnovem centru v dvorani Alice Tully in za svoj nastop prejel nagrado Williama 
Petschka. V ZDA je debitiral na nastopih z Orkestrom iz Minnesote pod taktirko S. 
Skrowaczewskega, pozneje pa je nastopal v številnih državah, med drugim v ZDA, 
Kanadi, Združenem kraljestvu, Rusiji, na Japonskem in v Južni Koreji. Študiral je na 
Curtisovem inštitutu za glasbo in na Univerzi v Indiani skupaj z G. Sebőkom, kjer je tudi 
diplomiral in magistriral z odliko. Doktorat glasbenih umetnosti je prejel na Juilliardu, 
kjer je sodeloval s S. Gorodnitzkim. Trenutno je zaslužni profesor za klavir na Seulski 
nacionalni univerzi v Koreji, učil pa je tudi na Univerzi Kalifornije v Los Angelesu (UCLA) 
in na Univerzi južne Kalifornije. Med poletji je učil in nastopal v Glasbenem centru 
Brevard, na Inštitutu Chautauqua, na Festivalu MusicAlp v Franciji in na številnih 
festivalih v Južni Koreji. Bil je tudi član žirij na različnih mednarodnih tekmovanjih, 
kot so tekmovanja v Clevelandu, Seulu in Hamamatsuju, tekmovanji Franza Liszta 
in Honens itn.

Ick-Choo Moon is the recipient of numerous awards including the Concours Musical 
International de Montréal and Concours de Genève, and the Gina Bachauer 
International Piano Competition at the Juilliard School. In 1989, he gave a critically 
acclaimed New York recital debut at the Lincoln Center’s Alice Tully Hall as winner 
of the William Petschek Award. Since making his US debut with the Minnesota 
Orchestra under S. Skrowaczewski, Moon has performed in many countries including 
USA, Canada, the UK, Russia, Japan and South Korea. He studied at the Curtis 
Institute of Music and at Indiana University with G. Sebők, where he received his 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees with highest distinction. He received his doctor of 
musical arts degree from the Juilliard School, where he worked with S. Gorodnitzki. 
Currently Professor Emeritus of Piano at Seoul National University in Korea, Moon has 
also taught at UCLA and at the University of Southern California. He has taught and 
performed at the Brevard Music Center, the Chautauqua Institute, Festival MusicAlp 
in France and at numerous festivals in South Korea. He has also been a jury member 
in several international competitions, such as the Cleveland, Franz Liszt, Seoul, and 
Honens competitions etc.

Južna Koreja / South Korea

ICK-CHOO 
MOON
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Leonel Morales je profesor na Poletni akademiji v Salzburgu in na Univerzi Alfonso 
X el Sabio v Madridu, ekskluzivni umetnik znamke klavirjev Yangtze River, umetniški 
direktor in ustanovitelj Mednarodnega klavirskega tekmovanja Maria Herrero 
v Granadi in Mednarodnega klavirskega tekmovanja španskih skladateljev ter 
akademski član Kraljeve akademije lepih umetnosti sv. Izabele Madžarske v Sevilli. 
Diplomiral je na Univerzi v Havani pod vodstvom F. Fernandeza. Podiplomski študij 
je zaključil pri D. Voskresenskem in J. Latainerju. Izvaja mojstrske tečaje po vsem 
svetu, med drugim na Mozarteumu v Salzburgu, v Južni Koreji, Italiji, Mehiki, Franciji, 
Belgiji, Kitajski in drugje. Oktobra 2008 je prejel prestižno priznanje Tasto D’Argento 
2008 zaradi svoje uspešne mednarodne kariere. Na turnejah po ZDA z Državnim 
simfoničnim orkestrom Španije in Državnim simfoničnim orkestrom Mehike je imel 
priložnost igrati v najuglednejših ameriških dvoranah, kot sta Carnegie Hall in Center 
Lincoln. Nastopil je pod taktirko vodilnih španskih in svetovno znanih dirigentov, kot 
so F. de Burgos, E. García Asensio, M. Tardue, G. Pehlivanian, F. Krager, Y. Traub,  
P. Baleff, E. Šao in drugi.

Leonel Morales is a professor at the Sommerakademie in Salzburg and at the 
Alfonso X el Sabio Univeristy in Madrid, Exclusive Artist of Yangtze River Piano, Artistic 
Director and Founder of the Maria Herrero in Granada and the Spanish Composer 
International Piano Competition and academic member of the Real Academia de 
Bellas Artes de Santa Isabel de Hungría in Seville. He graduated from the University 
of Havana under the tutelage of F. Fernandez. He carried out postgraduate studies 
with D. Voskresensky and J. Latainer. He gives masterclasses in places such as the 
Mozarteum in Salzburg, as well as in South Korea, Italy, Mexico, France, Belgium, 
and China. He was awarded the prestigious “Tasto D´Argento 2008” for his 
international career. On tours in the USA with the Spanish National Orchestra and 
National Symphony Orchestra of Mexico, he has had the opportunity to play in the 
most important concert halls in North America, such as Carnegie Hall, and Lincoln 
Center. Over his career he has worked with many major Spanish and international 
conductors such as F. de Burgos, E. García Asensio, M. Tardue, G. Pehlivaniam,  
F. Krager, Y. Traub, P. Baleff, E. Shao etc.

Španija / Spain

LEONEL 
MORALES
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Samir Nikočević je klasično izobraženi pianist in umetniški vodja, ki skrbi za rastočo 
mrežo povezav z glasbeniki, orkestri in organizatorji v Združenih državah Amerike 
in Evropi. Kot vodja za zunanje zadeve pri agenciji Arabella Arts iz New Yorka išče 
priložnosti za strokovno izpopolnjevanje in vse oblike umetniških izmenjav. Diplomiral 
je na Akademiji za glasbo v Zagrebu, in sicer pod mentorstvom H. Guseka. Leta 
2000 se je Nikočević preselil v ZDA, da bi študiral pri priznanem pianistu P. Franklu. 
Je nekdanji član upravnega odbora Filharmonije v Savannahi ter član upravnega 
odbora Orkestra ameriških skladateljev in Pevskega tekmovanja Ameriške tradicije. 
Pred kratkim je bil član žirije na Klavirskem tekmovanju Olga Kern in Mednarodnem 
klavirskem tekmovanju v Clevelandu.

A classically trained pianist and artist manager, Samir Nikočević maintains an ever-
growing network of relationships with musicians, orchestras and presenters in both 
the United States and Europe. In his role as the head of external affairs for Arabella 
Arts based in New York City, he enjoys identifying opportunities for professional 
advancement and artistic exchanges in all formats. He received his degree from 
the Academy of Music at the University of Zagreb, where he studied with H. Gusek. 
Nikočević moved to the United States in 2000 to study with acclaimed pianist P. 
Frankl. He is the former board chairman of the Savannah Philharmonic as well as 
a board member at the American Composers Orchestra and American Traditions 
Vocal Competition. Most recently he served on the jury for Olga Kern Piano 
Competition and Cleveland International Piano Competition.

ZDA / USA

SAMIR 
NIKOČEVIĆ
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Že Tangove nastope s Kitajskim filharmoničnim orkestrom in Simfoničnim orkestrom 
iz Šanghaja sta prenašala Kitajska državna televizija in radio, dosegli pa so približno 
900 milijonov ljudi. Njegove koncerte so predvajale radijske in televizijske postaje, 
kot so Kitajski državni radio in televizija, BBC, Poljska nacionalna televizija, Oriental TV, 
WQXR v New Yorku, WFMT v Chicagu in druge. Diplomiral je na Šoli za glasbo Eastman 
in je profesor klavirja na Konservatoriju za glasbo v Šanghaju. Med drugim je bil na 
konservatoriju prodekan in direktor za poučevanje ter raziskave na oddelku za klavir, 
predstojnik oddelka za klavir na srednji šoli, ki deluje v okviru konservatorija, pridruženi 
generalni sekretar Kitajskega združenja pianistov, predsednik Šanghajskega združenja 
profesionalnih pianistov, umetniški vodja Mednarodnega klavirskega e-tekmovanja 
Šanghajska pomlad, umetniški vodja Šanghajskega mednarodnega festivala in 
klavirskega tekmovanja za mlade umetnike. Bil je član žirije na mednarodnih klavirskih 
tekmovanjih, kot so Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Gina Bachauer, Mednarodno 
tekmovanje Glasbene mladine v Beogradu, Telekomovo Beethovnovo tekmovanje 
v Bonnu, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje v Clevelandu, Mednarodno klavirsko 
tekmovanje George Enescu in številna druga.

Zhe Tang's performances with the China Philharmonic Orchestra and the Shanghai 
Symphony Orchestra were broadcast by the Chinese National Television and Radio, 
reaching approximately 900 million people. His concerts have been heard on radio and 
television including, Chinese National TV and Radio, the BBC, Polish National Television, 
Oriental TV, WQXR of New York, and WFMT of Chicago, among others. A graduate of the 
Eastman School of Music, Tang is Professor of Piano in Shanghai Conservatory of Music. He 
has also been appointed as the Vice Dean of Shanghai Conservatory of Music, Director 
of Teaching and Research for the Piano Department, Chair of the Piano Department for 
the Middle School Affiliated to the Shanghai Conservatory of Music, Associate General 
Secretary of Chinese Pianists’ Association, Chair of Shanghai Professional Pianists’ Society, 
Artistic Director of Shanghai Spring International Piano E-Competition, and Artistic 
Director of Shanghai International Music Festival & Piano Competition for Young Artists, 
among others. He has been on the jury for international piano competitions, including 
Gina Bachauer International Piano Competition, International Jeunesses Musicales 
Competition Belgrade, Telekom Beethoven Competition, Cleveland International Piano 
Competition, Georges Enescu International Competition, and many others.

Kitajska / China

ZHE  
TANG
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Gianni Eugenio Tangucci je kariero začel kot maestro collaboratore v Gledališču La 
Fenice v Benetkah, kjer je leta 1970 začel opravljati umetniške in vodstvene funkcije. 
Med letoma 1983 in 1985 je bil dve sezoni pomočnik umetniškega vodje v milanski 
Scali. Med letoma 1985 in 1987 je bil umetniški direktor v Mestnem gledališču v 
Bologni. V sezonah 1987/88 in 1988/89 je bil umetniški vodja v Gledališču La Fenice v 
Benetkah, potem ko je delal kot umetniški svetovalec v Opernem gledališču v Genovi. 
Od aprila 2000 je umetniški vodja v Opernem gledališču v Rimu. Od decembra 2000 
do leta 2006 je bil umetniški direktor v Gledališču Majskega glasbenega festivala v 
Firencah. Kot pedagog je Gianni Tangucci med drugim poučeval na Šoli za glasbo 
v Fiesoleju; na oddelku za muzikologijo Univerze v Parmi je predaval o zgodovini in 
metodah umetniškega in glasbenega menedžmenta; na Šoli za menedžment SDA 
Bocconi v Milanu je vodil magistrski program menedžmenta na področju zabavne 
industrije; na Mednarodnem festivalu kulture v Bergamu, na Operni šoli v Bologni 
in na Festivalu doline Itrie pa je vodil različne mojstrske tečaje. Od januarja 2016 
do danes je umetniški koordinator na Akademiji Majskega glasbenega festivala v 
Firencah.

Gianni Eugenio Tangucci started his professional career as a Maestro Collaboratore 
at the Teatro La Fenice in Venice, where, starting in 1970, he performed artistic and 
executive functions. From 1983 to 1985 he was the Assistant Artistic Director at the 
Teatro alla Scala for two seasons. From 1985 to 1987 he was the Artistic Director 
of the Teatro Comunale Bologna. For the 1987/88 and 1988/89 seasons he was 
the Artistic Director of the Teatro La Fenice in Venice, after working as an Artistic 
Consultant at the Teatro dell’Opera of Genoa. From April 2000 he was the Artistic 
Director of the Teatro dell’Opera di Roma. From December 2000 to 2006 he was the 
Artistic Director of the Teatro del Maggio Musicale Fiorentino. As a teacher, Gianni 
Tangucci has given a course at the Fiesole School of Music; a course about the 
history and methods of artistic-musical management at the University of Parma, 
Department of Musicology; a master’s course in management of entertainment at 
SDA Bocconi School of Management in Milan; various masterclasses at the Festival 
Internazionale della Cultura of Bergamo, at the Scuola dell’Opera of the Teatro 
Comunale Bologna and at the Festival of Itria Valley. Since January 2016 he has 
been the Artistic Coordinator of the Maggio Musicale Fiorentino Accademy.

Italija / Italy

GIANNI 
EUGENIO 
TANGUCCI
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TEKMOVALCI / COMPETITORS

Yuki Amako trenutno študira pri profesorju P. Gililovu na salzburški univerzi 
Mozarteum, pred tem pa je obiskoval Glasbeno šolo Tōhō Gakuen v razredu 
profesorja N. Nakaija. Je zmagovalec številnih mednarodnih klavirskih tekmovanj, 
med drugim je osvojil drugo nagrado na Mednarodnem klavirskem tekmovanju 
v Tbilisiju in Mednarodnem klavirskem tekmovanju Johanna Nepomuka Hummela 
ter prvo nagrado na Študentskem glasbenem tekmovanju na Japonskem. Igral je 
s številnimi orkestri, med drugim s Tokijskim filharmoničnim orkestrom, Armenskim 
državnim simfoničnim orkestrom, Gruzijskim filharmoničnim orkestrom in Slovaškim 
filharmoničnim orkestrom.

Yuki Amako is currently studying under professor P. Gililov at the Mozarteum 
University Salzburg, having previously attended the Tōhō Gakuen School of Music 
with professor N. Nakai. He has won numerous international piano competitions, 
including 2nd prize at the Tbilisi International Piano Competition and the Johann 
Nepomuk Hummel International Piano Competition and 1st prize at the Student 
Music Concours of Japan. He has performed with many orchestras, including 
the Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra, the Armenian State Symphony Orchestra, the 
Georgian Philharmonic Orchestra and the Slovak Philharmonic Orchestra.

Letnica rojstva / Year of birth: 
1999

Država / Country: 
Japonska / Japan

YUKI 
AMAKO
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 2. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Johanna Nepomuka Hummela, 
Bratislava, Slovaška, 2024 / 2nd prize, Johann Nepomuk Hummel International Piano 
Competition, Bratislava, Slovakia, 2024

•	 2. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje v Tbilisiju, Tbilisi, Gruzija, 2022 
2nd prize, Tbilisi International Piano Competition, Tbilisi, Georgia, 2022

•	 3. nagrada, Študentsko glasbeno tekmovanje Japonske, Tokio, Japonska, 2018 
3rd prize, Student Music Concours of Japan, Tokyo, Japan, 2018

•	 1. nagrada, Študentsko glasbeno tekmovanje Japonske, Tokio, Japonska, 2015 
1st prize, Student Music Concours of Japan, Tokyo, Japan, 2015

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 28 v A-duru, op. 101 / No. 28 in A major, Op. 101  
Fryderyk Chopin:
Etuda op. 10, št. 1 v C-duru / Étude Op. 10, No. 1 in C major
Nokturno v H-duru, op. 62, št. 1 / Nocturne in B major, Op. 62, No. 1
Igor Stravinski: Trije stavki iz Petruške / Trois mouvements de Petrouchka

2. etapa / Round 2
César Franck: Preludij, koral in fuga, FWV 21 / Prelude, Chorale and Fugue, FWV 21  
Sergej Bortkiewicz: Sonata št. 1 v H-duru, op. 9 / No. 1 in B major, Op. 9 
Franz Liszt: Leta romanja, Drugo leto: Italija, S. 161, št. 7 / Années de pèlerinage, Deux-
ième année: Italie, S. 161, No. 7 

Po branju Danteja: Fantasia quasi sonata / Après une lecture du Dante: Fantasia 
quasi sonata 

3. etapa / Round 3
Sergej Rahmaninov: Koncert za klavir št. 3 v d-molu, op. 30 / Piano Concerto No.3 in  
D minor, Op. 30 
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Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
2006

Država / Country: 
Italija / Italy

Matteo Bortolazzi, star 19 let, študira pri profesorju E. Comisu. Pri 12 letih je izvedel 
Klavirski koncert št. 12 v A-duru, K414, Wolfganga Amadeusa Mozarta in se uvrstil 
na častni seznam Konservatorija Cesare Pollini v Padovi. Nastopal je na različnih 
glasbenih revijah. Decembra 2021 je pod okriljem Združenja Frédéric Chopin 
nastopil v dvorani Salle Molière v Lyonu. Osvojil je nagrade na več nacionalnih 
in mednarodnih tekmovanjih, med drugim 1. nagrado na XXIV. Mednarodnem 
klavirskem tekmovanju Giulio Rospigliosi v Lamporecchiu, XXXIII. Nacionalnem 
klavirskem tekmovanju J. S. Bach v Sestri Levanteju, VI. Mednarodnem klavirskem 
tekmovanju mesta San Donà di Piave in Mednarodnem tekmovanju za mlade 
pianiste Merci, Maestro! 2021. Septembra 2022 je osvojil 1. nagrado na XVI. izboru 
italijanskih Nacionalnih nagrad za umetnost v kategoriji do 16 let. Avgusta 2023 se je 
uvrstil v 1. krog finalnega dela 64. Mednarodnega klavirskega tekmovanja Ferruccio 
Busoni. Marca 2025 je osvojil 1. nagrado na klavirskem natečaju za štipendije 
fundacije Vincenzo Bellini, ki jo je ustanovila Grazia Marletta.

Matteo Bortolazzi, 19, is a student of E. Comis. At the age of 12 he performed 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 12 in A major, K414, obtaining 
registration in the Cesare Pollini Conservatory in ARI Padova Roll of Honor. 
He has performed as part of various musical reviews. In December 2021 he 
performed for the Frédéric Chopin Association at the Salle Molière in Lyon. He 
has won awards at several national and international competitions, including  the  
1st absolute prize at the XXIV International Piano Competition “Giulio Rospigliosi” in 
Lamporecchio, the XXXIII National Piano Competition J. S. Bach of Sestri Levante, 
the VI City of San Donà di Piave International Piano Competition, and the 2021 
International Competition for Young Pianists “Merci, Maestro!”. In September 2022 
he won the 1st prize at the Italian National Arts Award – XVI edition in the under-16 
category. In August 2023 he reached the 1st round of the Final Stages at the  
64th Ferruccio Busoni International Piano Competition. In March 2025 he won the  
1st prize at the piano competition for scholarships from the Vincenzo Bellini 
Foundation, founded by Grazia Marletta.

MATTEO 
BORTOLAZZI
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 1. nagrada, XVI. izbor italijanskih Nacionalnih nagrad za umetnost, Bolzano, 
Italija, 2022 / 1st prize, Italian National Arts Award - XVI edizione, Bolzano, Italy; 2022

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno tekmovanje za mlade pianiste Merci, Maestro! 2021, 
Bruselj, Belgija, 2021 / 1st prize, 2021 International Competition for Young Pianists 
“Merci, Maestro!”, Brussels, Belgium, 2021

•	 1. nagrada, VI. Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje mesta San Donà di Piave, San 
Donà di Piave, Italija, 2019 / 1st prize, VI City of San Donà di Piave International 
Piano Competition, San Donà di Piave, Italy, 2019

•	 1. nagrada, XXXIII. Nacionalno klavirsko tekmovanje J. S. Bach v Sestri Levante, 
Sestri Levante, Italija, 2018 / 1st prize, XXXIII National Piano Competition J. S. Bach 
of Sestri Levante, Sestri Levante, Italy, 2018

•	 1. nagrada, XXIV. Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Giulio Rospigliosi, 
Lamporecchio, Italija, 2017 / 1st absolute prize, XXIV International Piano Competition 
»Giulio Rospigliosi«, Lamporecchio, Italy, 2017

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Johann Sebastian Bach: Preludij in fuga št. 2 v c-molu, WTC II, BWV 871 / Prelude and 
Fugue No. 2 in C minor, WTC II, BWV 871 
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 17 v d-molu, op. 31, št. 2, »Vihar« / No. 17 in 
D minor, Op. 31, No. 2, “The Tempest”
Fryderyk Chopin: Scherzo št. 3 v cis-molu, op. 39 / No. 3 in C-sharp minor, Op. 39 
Claude Debussy: Preludiji, II. zvezek, CD. 131 / Préludes, Book II, CD. 131 

VII. La terrasse des audiences du clair de lune 
Sergej Prokofjev: Etuda v d-molu, op. 2, št. 1 / Etude in D minor, Op. 2, No. 1 

2. etapa / Round 2
Fryderyk Chopin: 24 Preludijev, op. 28 / Preludes, Op. 28 
Sergej Rahmaninov: Études-Tableaux, Op. 39, No. 8 
Maurice Ravel: Nočne prikazni M. 55 / Gaspard de la nuit, M. 55 

III. Scarbo 

3. etapa / Round 3
Robert Schumann: Koncert za klavir v a-molu, op. 54 / Piano Concerto in A minor, Op. 54 
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Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
2001

Država / Country: 
Italija / Italy

Elia Cecino je začel študij pri 9 letih, pri 17 letih pa je z najvišjo odliko diplomiral na 
konservatoriju v Ceseni. Na Mednarodnem klavirskem tekmovanju València Iturbi 
mu je žirija pod predsedstvom Joaquína Achúcarra podelila priznanji za najboljšo 
izvedbo Koncerta za klavir in orkester št. 4 v G-duru, op. 58 Ludwiga van Beethovna 
in Impromtuja št. 2 v F duru, op. 36 Fryderyka Chopina. Bil je tudi zmagovalec 
mednarodnih tekmovanj v New Orleansu, New Yorku, Manchestru in Lleidi ter 
nagrajenec 17. Klavirskega mojstrskega tekmovanja Artur Rubinstein v Tel Avivu. Po 
izdaji dveh CD-jev leta 2020, je pred kratkim posnel dela za klavir Johannesa Brahmsa 
za založbo IBS Classical in zbirko del Roberta Schumanna za založbo Piano Classics.
Njegovi recitali in intervjuji so bili predvajani na radijskih postajah Classic FM, Radio 
Catalunya, Classical Radio New Orleans, Rai Radio 3, Radio Popolare in Rai FVG. 
Elia je nastopal na prizoriščih, kot so Palau de la Música Catalana v Barceloni, Merkin 
Hall v New Yorku, Laeiszhalle v Hamburgu, Ehrbar Saal na Dunaju in Gledališču La 
Fenice v Benetkah, ter sodeloval s Kraljevim filharmoničnim orkestrom v Liverpoolu, 
orkestrom Sinfónica de Galicia, Orkestrom iz Valencie, Izraelskim filharmoničnim 
orkestrom in Milanskim simfoničnim orkestrom Giuseppeja Verdija. Aktivno se ukvarja 
tudi s komorno glasbo in nastopa z uglednimi godalci, kot je Mario Brunello. 

Elia Cecino began his studies at the age of 9, and at 17 graduated Summa cum 
Laude from the Cesena Conservatory. He won 1st prizes at the 22nd València Iturbi 
International Piano Competition, in which the jury chaired by Joaquín Achúcarro 
awarded him prizes for the best performances of Piano Concerto No. 4 in G major, 
Op. 58 by Ludwig van Beethoven and Impromptu No. 2 in F major, op. 36 by Fryderyk 
Chopin. He has also won at the international competitions in New Orleans, New York, 
Manchester and Lleida and was a laureate of the 17th Arthur Rubinstein Piano Master 
Competition in Tel Aviv. After the release of two CDs in 2020, he recently recorded 
Brahms Piano Works for IBS Classical, and a Schumann collection for Piano Classics. 
Some of his recitals and interviews have been broadcast on Classic FM, Radio Cata-
lunya, Classical FM New Orleans, Rai Radio 3, Radio Popolare, and Rai FVG. Elia has 
performed in halls such as the Palau de la Música Catalana in Barcelona, Merkin Hall 
in New York, Laeiszhalle in Hamburg, Ehrbar Hall in Vienna, and Teatro La Fenice, and 
collaborated with the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic, Sinfónica de Galicia, Valencia 
Orchestra, Israel Philharmonic Orchestra, and Orchestra Sinfonica di Milano Giuseppe 
Verdi. Elia is also active in chamber music, performing with distinguished string part-
ners including Mario Brunello. 

ELIA  
CECINO
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 nagrada za polfinalista, 17. Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Van Cliburn, Fort 
Worth, Teksas, 2025 / the semifinalist prize,  17th Van Cliburn International Piano 
Competition, Fort Worth, Texas 2025

•	 1. nagrada, 22. Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje València Iturbi, Valencia, Špa-
nija, 2023 / 1st prize, 22nd Valencia Iturbi International Piano Competition, València, 
Spain, 2023

•	 nagrada finalista, 17. Klavirsko mojstrsko tekmovanje Artur Rubinstein, Tel Aviv, Iz-
rael, 2023 / the finalist prize, 17th Arthur Rubinstein Piano Master Competition,Tel 
Aviv, Israel, 2023

•	 nagrada Vendome Virtuoso, 8. Tekmovanje Vendome Prize, New York, ZDA, 2022  
the Vendome Virtuoso award, 8th New York Vendome Prize, New York, USA, 2022

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje v New Orleansu, New  
Orleans, ZDA, 2022 / 1st prize, New Orleans International Piano Competition, New 
Orleans, USA, 2022

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Ricard Viñes, Lleida, Španija, 2021  
1st prize, Ricard Viñes International Piano Competition, Lleida, Spain, 2021

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje James Mottram, Manchester, Veli-
ka Britanija, 2021 / 1st prize, James Mottram International Piano Competition, Man-
chester, UK, 2021

•	 zmagovalec, 36. Premio Venezia, Benetke, Italija, 2019 / laureate, 36th Premio Ven-
ezia, Venice, Italy, 2019 

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Dmitrij Šostakovič: Preludij in fuga št. 21 v B-duru, op. 87 / Prelude and fugue No. 21 in  
B-flat major, Op. 87 
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 16 v G-duru, op. 31, št. 1 / No. 16 in G major, Op. 31, 
No. 1 
Aleksander Skrjabin: Sonata št. 3 v fis-molu, op. 23 / No. 3 in F-sharp minor, Op. 23   

2. etapa / Round 2
Peter Ilijč Čajkovski: Nokturno v F-duru, op. 10, št. 1 / Nocturne in F major, Op. 10, No. 1 
Johannes Brahms: Sonata št. 1 v C-duru, op. 1 / No. 1 in C major, Op. 1   
Sofia Gubaidulina: Toccata – Troncata 
Sergej Prokofjev: Sonata št. 7 v B-duru, op. 83 / No. 7 in B-flat major, Op. 83 

3. etapa / Round 3
Peter Ilijč Čajkovski: Koncert za klavir št. 1 v b-molu, op. 23 / Piano Concerto No. 1 in 
B-flat minor, Op. 23 
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Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
2005

Država / Country: 
Romunija / Romania

Herman Med Cerisha, 19-letni pianist iz Putignana v Italiji, se je začel učiti klavirja pri 
šestih letih. Pri osmih letih je bil sprejet v najboljši pianistični razred na Državni glasbeni  
akademiji George Enescu v Bukarešti. Tam se je izobraževal pod mentorstvom  
E. Barzescu in pridobil podlago, ki izhaja iz vzhodnoevropske glasbene tradicije. Leta 
2020 je osvojil štipendijo za študij na Šoli Purcell za mlade glasbenike, leta 2021 pa 
je bil imenovan za Bechsteinovega štipendista leta. Leta 2024 je prejel štipendijo za 
študij na Kraljevi akademiji za glasbo v Londonu pri F. Mitrei. Udeležil se je mojstrskih 
tečajev znanih pianistov, kot so B. Petrušanski, D. Aleksejev in N. Ogawa, sodeloval 
pa je tudi z L. Margariusom in F. Scalo na Mednarodni akademiji v Imoli. Nastopil 
je na prestižnih prizoriščih, kot so Wigmore Hall, Romunski Atenej in Dvorana Svet-
lanova v Moskovski mednarodni hiši glasbe, in na koncertih s Kosovsko filharmonijo. 
Med letoma 2018 in 2022 je vsako leto sodeloval z Državnim filharmoničnim orke-
strom iz Arada. Leta 2025 je s Simfoničnim orkestrom Šole Purcell nastopil v Dvorani 
Cadogan v Londonu.

Herman Med Cerisha, a 19-year-old pianist from Putignano, Italy, began studying 
piano at age of 6. At 8, he was accepted into the top piano class at the George  
Enescu National College of Music Bucharest. There, he trained under E. Barzescu, 
receiving a foundation rooted in the Eastern European musical tradition. In 2020, 
Herman won a scholarship to study at the Purcell School for Young Musicians, and 
in 2021, he was named Bechstein Scholar Student of the Year. In 2024, he accepted 
a scholarship to study at the Royal Academy of Music in London under F. Mitrea.  
He has participated in masterclasses with renowned pianists such as B. Petrushansky,  
D. Alexeev, and N. Ogawa and has also worked with L. Margarius and F. Scala 
at the Imola International Academy. He has performed in prestigious venues such 
as Wigmore Hall, the Romanian Athenaeum, Svetlanov Hall at the Moscow Inter-
national House of Music, and with the Kosovo Philharmonic. Between 2018 and 
2022, he collaborated annually with the Arad State Philharmonic Orchestra. In 2025 
he performed at the Cadogan Hall in London with the Purcell School Symphony  
Orchestra.

HERMAN MED 
CERISHA
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 1. nagrada, Klavirsko tekmovanje Orbetello, Orbetello, Italija, 2023 / 1st prize, 
Orbetello Piano Competition, Orbetello, Italy, 2023

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Dinu Lipatti, Bukarešta, Romunija, 
2022 / 1st prize, Dinu Lipatti International Piano Competition, Bucharest, Romania, 
2022

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje »Pianist I Ri« – Mladi pianist, 
Priština, Kosovo, 2020 / 1st prize, International Piano Competition “Pianist I Ri” – The 
Young Pianist, Prishtina, Kosovo, 2020

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Dinu Lipatti, Bukarešta, Romunija, 
2019 / 1st prize, Dinu Lipatti International Piano Competition, Bucharest, Romania, 
2019

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje nemške glasbe, ZDA, 2017  
1st prize, International German Music Piano Competition, USA, 2017

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Fryderyka Chopina za otroke in 
mladino, Szafarnia, Poljska, 2015 / 1st prize, International Fryderyk Chopin Piano 
Competition for Children and Youth, Szafarnia, Poland, 2015

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno tekmovanje PianoTalents, Milano, Italija, 2016  
1st prize, International PianoTalents Competition, Milan, Italy, 2016 

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 21 v C-duru, op. 53, »Waldstein« / No. 21 in C major, 
Op. 53, »Waldstein«   
Fryderyk Chopin: 
Nokturno v H-duru, op. 62, št. 1 / Nocturne in B major, Op. 62, No. 1 
Balada št. 4 v f-molu, op. 52 / Ballade No. 4 in F minor, Op. 52 

2. etapa / Round 2
Johannes Brahms: Štiri klavirske skladbe, op. 119 / Four Pieces for Piano, Op. 119  
Franz Schubert: Sonata v a-molu, D. 784 / in A minor, D. 784 
Arnold Schönberg: Šest malih klavirskih skladb, op. 19 / Six Little Piano Pieces, Op. 19 
Sergej Prokofjev: Sonata št. 7 v B-duru, op. 83 / No. 7 in B-flat major, Op. 83 

3. etapa / Round 3
Peter Ilijč Čajkovski: Koncert za klavir št. 1 v b-molu, op. 23 / Piano Concerto No. 1 in 
B-flat minor, Op. 23 
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Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
1997

Država / Country: 
Tajvan / Taiwan

Pianist Yi-Chen Feng je prejel številne nagrade na tekmovanjih, med drugim na 
Mednarodnem klavirskem tekmovanju v Dallasu, Mednarodnem klavirskem festivalu 
v San Franciscu, Mednarodnem klavirskem tekmovanju Franza Liszta v New Yorku, 
Mednarodnem festivalu klavirske umetnosti Grand Canal, Mednarodnem klavirskem 
tekmovanju v San Joseju in Mednarodnem klavirskem tekmovanju Virginia Waring. 
Leta 2022 je debitiral v Carnegie Hallu, kjer je v Avditoriju Stern z Orkestrom sv. Luke 
izvedel Klavirski koncert št. 1 Franza Liszta. Je zmagovalec prvega Mednarodnega 
klavirskega tekmovanja Maestro na Tajvanu, kar mu je prineslo več koncertnih 
angažmajev in pogodbo za snemanje z Universal Music Group. Yi-Chen je diplomiral 
na Inštitutu Peabody in nadaljeval študij na Šoli za glasbo Yale, kjer je študiral pod 
mentorstvom B. Slutskyja in pridobil naziv magister glasbe ter umetniško diplomo. 
Nedavno je pod mentorstvom Y. Nagaija na Konservatoriju v San Franciscu zaključil 
drugo umetniško diplomo, jeseni 2025 pa se bo vrnil na Peabody in pri B. Slutskyju 
nadaljeval študij za doktorat iz glasbenih umetnosti.

The pianist Yi-Chen Feng is the recipient of numerous prizes from competitions, 
such as the Dallas International Piano Competition, San Francisco International 
Piano Festival, New York Franz Liszt International Piano Competition, Grand Canal 
International Piano Art Festival, San Jose International Piano Competition, and the 
Virginia Waring International Piano Competition. He made his Carnegie Hall debut in 
2022, performing Piano Concerto No. 1 by Franz Liszt with the Orchestra of St Luke’s at 
Stern Auditorium. He was the top prize winner of the inaugural International Maestro 
Piano Competition in Taiwan, which led to concert engagements and a recording 
contract with Universal Music Group. Yi-Chen earned his bachelor’s degree from 
the Peabody Institute, and went on to receive both a Master of Music and an Artist 
Diploma from the Yale School of Music, where he studied with B. Slutsky. He recently 
completed a second Artist Diploma at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music 
under the guidance of Y. Nagai, and will return to Peabody in the fall of 2025 to 
pursue his Doctor of Musical Arts with B. Slutsky.

YI-CHEN 
FENG
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 2. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje v Dallasu, Dallas, ZDA, 2024 
2nd prize, Dallas International Piano Competition, Dallas, USA, 2024

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodni klavirski festival v San Franciscu, San Francisco, ZDA, 2024  
1st prize, San Francisco International Piano Festival, San Francisco, USA, 2024

•	 1. nagrada in nagrada občinstva, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Franza Liszta 
v New Yorku, New York, ZDA, 2022 / 1st prize & Audience Prize, New York Franz Liszt 
International Piano Competition, New York, USA, 2022

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Maestro, Tajpej, Tajvan, 2020 
1st prize, International Maestro Piano Competition, Taipei, Taiwan, 2020

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Dmitrij Šostakovič: Preludiji in fuge, op. 87 / Preludes and fugues, Op. 87 

I. Preludij in fuga št. 1 v C-duru / Prelude and fugue No. 1 in C major 
II. Preludij in fuga št. 15 v Des-duru / Prelude and fugue No. 15 in D-flat major 

Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 23 v f-molu, op. 57, »Appassionata« / No. 23 in F minor, 
Op. 57 “Appassionata” 
Maurice Ravel: Ogledala, M. 43 / Miroirs, M. 43 

III. Une barque sur l’océan 
IV. Alborada del gracioso 

2. etapa / Round 2
Franz Schubert: Fantazija v C-duru, op. 15, »Popotnikova« / Fantasie in C major, Op. 15 
»Wanderer Fantasy«   
Carl Czerny: Variacije na Rodejevo temo »La Ricordanza«, op. 33 / Variations on a Theme  
by Rode “La Ricordanza”, Op. 33 
Sergej Prokofjev: Sonata št. 7 v B-duru, op. 83 / No. 7 in B-flat major, Op. 83 
Franz Liszt: Valček iz opere Faust Charlesa Gounoda, S. 407 / Valse de l'opéra Faust de 
Charles Gounod, S. 407 

3. etapa / Round 3
Sergej Rahmaninov: Koncert za klavir št. 3 v d-molu, op. 30 / Piano Concerto No.3 in  
D minor, Op. 30 
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Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
1996

Država / Country: 
Italija / Italy

Alberto Ferro, je študiral pri E. Comisu na Konservatoriju Vincenza Bellinija v Catanii. 
Eno najpomembnejših priznanj njegovemu mojstrstvu je prišlo od legendarnega 
pianista in dirigenta V. Aškenazija, ki je pohvalil njegovo sposobnost, da »igra ne le z 
glavo, temveč tudi s srcem«.  Nastopal je na številnih koncertih po vsej Evropi, med 
drugim v Romunskem Ateneju v Bukarešti, Varšavski filharmoniji, dvoranah Palau 
de la Música Catalana v Barceloni, Herkules v Münchnu, Bozar v Bruslju, Kolarac v 
Beogradu, Gledališča Massimo v Palermu, Liederhalle v Stuttgartu, Gewandhaus v 
Leipzigu, Meistersingerhalle v Nürnbergu, Avditoriju Charlesa Bronfmana v Kulturnem 
centru Tel Aviv, glasbenega centra TivoliVredenburg v Utrechtu, Rudolf-Oetker-Halle v 
Bielefeldu, Gledališča La Fenice v Benetkah, Concertgebouw v Bruggu, Festspielhaus 
v Erlu, palači Bozar v Bruslju in Luksemburški filharmoniji. Nastopil je tudi na festivalih in 
srečanjih, kot so Poletni glasbeni festival v Københavnu, Festival v Bologni, Mednarodni 
glasbeni festival Kissinger Sommer, Beethovenfest Bonn, Piano aux Jacobins in Villa 
Musica Rheinland-Pfalz. Igral je z orkestri, kot so Izraelski filharmonični orkester, Belgijski 
nacionalni orkester, Filharmonični orkester iz Málage, Orkester Gledališča La Fenice in 
Simfonični orkester iz Antwerpna, pod taktirko priznanih dirigentov.

Alberto Ferro studied with E. Comis at the Conservatory Vincenzo Bellini in Catania. 
One of the most significant endorsements of his artistry came from legendary pianist 
and conductor V. Ashkenazy, who praised Alberto for his ability to “play not only 
with the head, but also with the heart”. He has performed many concerts through-
out Europe, including at the Romanian Athenaeum in Bucharest, Warsaw Philhar-
monic, Palau de la Música Catalana in Barcelona, Hercules Hall in Munich, Bozar in 
Brussels, Kolarac Concert Hall in Belgrade, Teatro Massimo in Palermo, Concert Hall 
in Stuttgart, Gewandhaus in Leipzig, Mastersingers’ Hall in Nürnberg, Charles Bron-
fman Auditorium at the Tel Aviv Culture Center, TivoliVredenburg in Utrecht, Rudolf 
Oetker Hall in Bielefeld, Teatro La Fenice in Venice, Philharmonie Luxembourg, the 
Concertgebouw  in Bruges, and Festspielhaus Erl. Festival and association appear-
ances have included those at the Copenhagen Summer Festival, Bologna Festival, 
Kissinger Sommer – International Music Festival, Beethovenfest Bonn, Piano aux Ja-
cobins, and Villa Musica Rheinland-Pfalz. He has performed with orchestras such as 
the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra, Belgian National Orchestra, the Málaga Philhar-
monic Orchestra, Teatro La Fenice Orchestra, and Antwerp Symphony Orchestra, 
under renowned conductors.

ALBERTO 
FERRO
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 nagrada finalista, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Artur Rubinstein, Tel Aviv,  
Izrael, 2023 / finalist prize, “Arthur Rubinstein” International Piano Competition,  
Tel Aviv, Israel, 2023 

•	 2. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Premio Jaén, Jaén, Španija, 2022  
2nd prize, “Premio Jaén” International Piano Competition, Jaén, Spain, 2022

•	 1. nagrada in nagrada občinstva, Mednarodno tekmovanje Telekom Beethoven 
v Bonnu, Bonn, Nemčija, 2017 / 1st prize and audience prize, International Telekom 
Beethoven Competition in Bonn, Bonn, Germany, 2017

•	 nagrada finalsta in nagrada Children’s Corner, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje 
Clara Haskil, Vevey, Švica, 2017 / finalist prize and children‘s corner prize, “Clara 
Haskil” International Piano Competition, Vevey, Switzerland, 2017

•	 6. nagrada in nagrada občinstva Musiq’3, Tekmovanje kraljice Elizabete v Bruslju, 
Bruselj, Belgija, 2016 / 6th prize and Musiq’3 prize of the public, Queen Elisabeth Com-
petition in Brussels, Brussels, Belgium, 2016

•	 2. nagrada, mednarodna nagrada medijev in Haydnova nagrada, Mednarodno 
klavirsko tekmovanje Ferruccio Busoni v Bolzanu, Bolzano, Italija, 2015 / 2nd prize, 
international press prize, and Haydn prize, “Ferruccio Busoni” International Piano 
Competition in Bolzano, Bolzano, Italy, 2015

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Johann Sebastian Bach: Preludij in fuga št. 3 v Cis-duru, WTC I, BWV 848 / Prelude and 
Fugue No. 3 in C-sharp major, WTC I, BWV 848 
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 32 v c-molu, op. 111 / No. 32 in C minor, Op. 111  
Fryderyk Chopin: Valček v As-duru, op. 42 / Waltz in A-flat major, Op. 42 
Franz Liszt: Madžarska rapsodija št. 12 v cis-molu, S. 244/2 / Hungarian Rhapsody No. 12 
in C-sharp minor, S. 244/2 

2. etapa / Round 2
Felix Mendelssohn: Resne variacije, op. 54 / Variations sérieuses, Op. 54 
Fryderyk Chopin: Mazurke, op. 59 / Mazurkas, Op. 59 
Claude Debussy: Preludiji, II. zvezek, CD. 131 / Préludes, Book II, CD. 131 

VII. La terrasse des audiences du clair de lune 
Sergej Prokofjev: Sonata št. 6 v A-duru, op. 82 / No. 6 in A major, Op. 82 

3. etapa / Round 3
Sergej Rahmaninov: Koncert za klavir št. 2 v c-molu, op. 18 / Piano Concerto No. 2 in  
C minor, Op. 18 
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CHRISTOS 
FOUNTOS

Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
1997

Država / Country: 
Ciper / Cyprus

Christos Fountos se je pri petih letih začel učiti klavirja pri M. Gospodinovu. Pri 16 
letih je z najvišjo odliko diplomiral na Nacionalnem konservatoriju Cipra, leto pozne-
je pa je s Ciprskim simfoničnim orkestrom debitiral kot solist, in sicer z izvedbo Klavir-
skega koncerta št. 2 v F-duru, op. 102, Dmitrija Šostakoviča. Pri 18 letih je Christos za-
čel študij pri pianistih P. Fowkeju in M. Tirimu na londonskem Konservatoriju za glasbo 
in ples Trinity Laban, kjer je leta 2022 zaključil študij z najboljšimi ocenami in številnimi 
nagradami za svojo dodiplomsko, magistrsko in umetniško diplomo iz izvedbe, študi-
ral pa je s polno štipendijo. Kot solist je izvedel dela Sergeja Rahmaninova, Sergeja 
Prokofjeva, Ludwiga van Beethovna, Petra Iljiča Čajkovskega in Maurica Ravela. 
Je aktiven komorni glasbenik in je kot pianist Tria Waldstein nastopal po Angliji, v 
Kanadi, na Malti, v Avstriji (Brahmsova dvorana v Musikvereinu, Mozarteum), Nemčiji 
(Beethovnova hiša v Bonnu) in ZDA (dvorana Weil v Carnegie Hall, New York). Dvak-
rat je nastopil na recitalih s čelistom R. Wallfischem. 

Christos Fountos started taking piano lessons at the age of five under M. Gospodi-
noff. He graduated from the National Conservatory of Cyprus with the Highest Dis-
tinction at the age of 16, and a year later he performed Dmitri Shostakovich’s Piano 
Concerto No. 2 in F major, Op. 102 as soloist in his debut with the Cyprus Symphony 
Orchestra. At the age of 18, Christos started studying under the pianists P. Fowke 
and M. Tirimo at Trinity Laban Conservatory of Music and Dance in London, from 
where he graduated in 2022 with top marks and numerous awards of excellence 
for his Bachelor’s, Master’s and Artist Diploma in Performance, having studied with 
a full scholarship. As a soloist he has performed pieces by Sergei Rachmaninov, Ser-
gei Prokofiev, Ludwig van Beethoven, Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky and Maurice Ravel. 
An active chamber musician, as the pianist of the Waldstein Trio he has performed 
across England and in Canada, Malta, Austria (Musikverein Brahms Saal, Mozarte-
um), Germany (Beethoven-Haus Bonn), and the USA (Carnegie Hall Weill Room, 
New York City). He has performed twice with the cellist R. Wallfisch in recitals. 
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 3. nagrada in nagrada za komorno glasbo, 65. Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje 
Ferruccio Busoni, Bolzano, Italija, 2025 / 3rd prize and the Chamber Music Prize, 
Ferruccio Busoni 65th International Piano Competition, Bolzano, Italy, 2025

•	 srebrna medalja Musicians‘ Company za študente, Konservatorij za glasbo in ples 
Trinity Laban, London, Velika Britanija, 2021 / musicians’ company silver medal for 
conservatory students, Trinity Laban Conservatory of Music and Dance, London, 
United Kingdom, 2021

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Domenico Scarlatti:
Sonata v g-molu, K. 35 / in G minor, K. 35 
Sonata v G-duru, K. 455 / in G major, K. 455 
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 2 v A-duru, op. 2, št. 2 / No. 2 in A major, Op. 2, No. 2 
Olivier Messiaen: 
Dvajset pogledov na otroka Jezusa / Vingt Regards sur l'enfant-Jésus 

I. Božič / Noël 
Sergej Rahmaninov: Étude tableaux v es-molu, op. 39, št. 5 / in E-flat minor, Op. 39, No. 5 
Aleksander Skrjabin: Sonata št. 4 v Fis-duru, op. 30 / No. 4 in F-sharp major, Op. 30  

2. etapa / Round 2
Johannes Brahms: Sonata št. 3 v f-molu, op. 5 / No. 3 in F minor, Op. 5  
Maurice Ravel: Nočne prikazni, M. 55 / Gaspard de la nuit, M. 55
Johann Sebastian Bach, prir. / arr. Ferruccio Busoni: Ich ruf zu dir, Herr Jesu Christ, BWV 
639 

3. etapa / Round 3
Sergej Prokofjev: Koncert za klavir št. 3 v C-duru, op. 26 / Piano Concerto No. 3 in  
C major, Op. 26 
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JOSHUA  
HAN

Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
2002

Država / Country: 
Avstralija / Australia 

Joshua Han, zmagovalec Avstralske nacionalne klavirske nagrade za leto 2024, 
je bil deležen pohval za »popolno obvladovanje svojega instrumenta in popolno 
empatijo z glasbo« (Sydney Arts Guide). Nastopal je z uglednimi avstralskimi orkestri, 
med drugim s Queenslandskim simfoničnim orkestrom pod vodstvom B. Northeya, 
Filharmonijo iz Sendaia pod vodstvom K. Takasekija, Filharmonijo iz Suwona in pod 
vodstvom D. Kima. in Simfoničnim orkestrom North Sydney. Han opravlja magistr-
ski študij glasbe (izvajanje) pod mentorstvom P. Rickarda-Forda na Konservatoriju 
za glasbo v Sydneyju. Njegovi dogovori v sezoni 2025/26 vključujejo nastope na 
Festivalu komorne glasbe v Alburyju v Avstraliji in koncertne in recitalne nastope v 
Avstraliji in na Novi Zelandiji. Joshua, rojen v Sydneyju, je začel igrati klavir pri štirih 
letih s svojo mamo. Med drugim je na mednarodnih tekmovanjih v Ettlingenu in Aar-
husu je osvojil prvi nagradi, študiral pa je pri uglednih pedagogih, kot so K. Kenner, 
E. Pobołcka, A. Groethuysen in pokojni J. Perry.

Winner of the 2024 Australian National Piano Award, Joshua Han has been praised 
for “complete mastery of his instrument as well as complete empathy with the mu-
sic” (Sydney Arts Guide). He has appeared with orchestras such as the Queensland 
Symphony Orchestra under B. Northey, the Sendai Philharmonic under K. Takaseki, 
and the Suwon Philharmonic under D. Kim. Han is currently undertaking a Master of 
Music Studies (Performance) under P. Rickard-Ford at the Sydney Conservatorium 
of Music. His engagements in the 2025-2026 season include appearances at the 
Albury Chamber Music Festival in Australia, concerto and recital performances in 
Australia and New Zealand. Born in Sydney, Joshua started piano aged four with 
his mother. He has won international first prizes at competitions in Ettlingen and Aar-
hus among others, and has studied with leading pedagogues including K. Kenner,  
E. Pobłocka, A. Groethuysen, and the late J. Perry.
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje J. S. Bach in Memoriam Walter 
Blankenheim, Saarbrücken, Nemčija, 2025 / 1st prize, International Piano Competition 
J.S. Bach in Memoriam Walter Blankenheim, Saarbrücken, Germany, 2025 

•	 1. nagrada, Avstralska nacionalna klavirska nagrada, Shepparton, Avstralija, 2024  
1st prize, Australian National Piano Award, Shepparton, Australia, 2024

•	 2. nagrada,  Klavirsko tekmovanje Lev Vlassenko,  Brisbane, Avstralija, 2024 
2nd prize, Lev Vlassenko Piano Competition, Brisbane, Australia, 2024

•	 2. nagrada,  Avstralsko mladinsko tekmovanje v klasični glasbi, Geelong, 
Avstralija, 2022 / 2nd prize, Australian Youth Classical Music Competition, Geelong, 
Australia, 2022

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje v Aarhusu, Aarhus, Danska, 2015  
1st prize, Aarhus International Piano Competition, Aarhus, Denmark, 2015

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje v Ettlingenu, Ettlingen, Nemčija, 
2014 / 1st prize, Ettlingen International Piano Competition, Ettlingen, Germany, 2014

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Béla Bartók: Tri etude, Sz72, Op. 18 / Three Études, Sz72, Op. 18  
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 30 v E-duru, op. 109 / No. 30 in E major, Op. 109 
Sergej Prokofjev: Sonata št. 7 v B-duru, op. 83 / No. 7 in B-flat major, Op. 83 

2. etapa / Round 2
Lucijan Marija Škerjanc: Dvanajst preludijev / Twelve Preludes 
Karol Szymanowski: Maske, op. 34 / Masques, Op. 34 
Fryderyk Chopin: Sonata št. 3 v h-molu, op. 58 / No. 3 in B minor, Op. 58  

3. etapa / Round 3
Sergej Rahmaninov: Koncert za klavir št. 3 v d-molu, op. 30 / Piano Concerto No. 3 in 
D minor, Op. 30 
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ADRIAN 
HERPE

Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
2000

Država / Country: 
Francija, Ukrajina  
France, Ukraine

Adrian Herpe, rojen francoskemu očetu in ukrajinski materi, črpa iz obeh kultur, 
da bi obogatil svoje pianistično znanje. Po začetku študija v Ukrajini se je hitro 
izkazal na mednarodnih tekmovanjih, kot sta Mednarodno glasbeno tekmovanje 
Crescendo v Ženevi in Klavirsko tekmovanje Chatou. Izobraževanje je nadaljeval 
na Kraljevem konservatoriju v Bruslju, kjer je študiral pri J. Schmidtu in Y. Kikuchi ter 
sodeloval z mojstri in mojstricami, kot so R. Šereševskaja, D. Aleksejev, E. Leonskaja 
in R. Levin. Ker je globoko predan svoji domovini, je Adrian izvedel številne 
dobrodelne koncerte v podporo Ukrajini. Trenutno se na Dunaju izpopolnjuje pod 
vodstvom A. Malikove. Adrian, štipendist fundacij Yamaha in Safran, nadaljuje svojo 
obetavno mednarodno kariero, med drugim z nastopom na Klavirskem tekmovanju 
Bösendorfer v dunajskem Musikvereinu, kjer je osvojil tretjo nagrado.

Adrian Herpe, born to a French father and a Ukrainian mother, draws from both 
cultures to enrich his pianistic artistry. After beginning his studies in Ukraine, he 
quickly distinguished himself in international competitions such as the Crescendo 
International Music Competition in Geneva and the Chatou Piano Competition. 
His training led him to the Royal Conservatory of Brussels, where he studied with 
J. Schmidt and Y. Kikuchi, and worked with masters such as R. Shereshevskaya,  
D. Alexeev, E. Leonskaya, and R. Levin. Deeply committed to his country of origin, 
Adrian has performed numerous benefit recitals in support of Ukraine. He is currently 
refining his skills in Vienna under the guidance of A. Malikova. A Yamaha and 
Safran Foundation scholar, Adrian is pursuing a promising international career, with 
a notable appearance winning 3rd prize at the Bösendorfer Piano Competition at 
the Musikverein Vienna.
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 najvišje častno priznanje, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Maria Canals, 
Barcelona, Španija, 2025 / medal of highest honor, Maria Canals International Piano 
Competition, Barcelona, Spain, 2025

•	 diploma, Mednarodno glasbeno tekmovanje v Montrealu, Montreal, Kanada, 2024  
diploma, Montreal International Musical Competition, Montréal, Canada, 2024

•	 3. nagrada, Klavirsko tekmovanje Bösendorfer, Dunaj, Avstrija, 2024 / 3rd prize,   
Bösendorfer Piano Competition, Vienna, Austria, 2024

•	 1. nagrada, Klavirsko tekmovanje Brueghel, Bruselj, Belgija, 2023 / 1st prize, Brueghel 
Piano Competition, Brussels, Belgium, 2023

•	 2. nagrada, Klavirsko tekmovanje Euregio, Geilenkirchen, Nemčija, 2022 / 2nd prize,  
Euregio Piano Award, Geilenkirchen, Germany, 2022

•	 6. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje mesta Gagny, Gagny, Pariz, 
Francija, 2019 / 6th prize, International Piano Competition Town of Gagny, Gagny, 
Paris, France, 2019

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Nice Côte d’Azur, Nica, Francija, 2017  
1st prize, Nice Côte d’Azur International Piano Competition, Nice, France, 2017

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 30 v E-duru, op. 109 / No. 30 in E major, Op. 109 
Gabriel Fauré: Nokturno št. 6 v Des-duru, op. 63 / Nocturne No. 6 in D-flat major, Op. 63 
Igor Stravinski, prir. / arr. Guido Agosti:  Suita Ognjeni ptič / The Firebird Suite 

2. etapa / Round 2
Johannes Brahms: Variacije na temo Roberta Schumanna v fis-molu, op. 9 / Variations 
on a Theme by Robert Schumann in F-sharp minor, Op. 9 
Sergej Prokofjev: Sonata št. 8 v B-duru, op. 84 / No. 8 in B-flat major, Op. 84 
Valentin Silvestrov: Postludij op. 5 / Postludium, Op. 5 

3. etapa / Round 3
Sergej Prokofjev: Koncert za klavir št. 2 v g-molu, op. 16 / Piano Concerto No. 2 in G minor, 
Op. 16 
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DOMINIK-
AUGUSTIN
ILISZ

Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
2003

Država / Country: 
Avstrija / Austria 

»Zelo lep zvok – vaša interpretacija mi je resnično všeč,« je po enem od Iliszovih 
nastopov v Berlinu povedal pianist sir A. Schiff. Dominik Ilisz je pianist, ki študira v 
tretjem letniku na Univerzi za glasbo in upodabljajočo umetnost na Dunaju v razredu  
C. Hinterhuberja. Ilisz je nastopal že na številnih pomembnih odrih po Evropi, med 
drugim v Romunskem Ateneju v Bukarešti in koncertni dvorani Megaron v Atenah. 
Koncertiral je v Nemčiji, Italiji, Franciji, Španiji in Avstriji. Pomemben mejnik na njegovi 
glasbeni poti je bil debi v Dunajski državni operi, na enem najprestižnejših odrov. V 
naslednji sezoni bo debitiral tudi v dunajskem Musikvereinu. Med njegovimi nedav-
nimi dosežki so častna medalja na 70. Mednarodnem klavirskem tekmovanju Maria 
Canals, posebna nagrada na Mednarodnem klavirskem tekmovanju Ettlingen in 
na Tekmovanu Bechstein-Bruckner Avstrija v Linzu, nagrada Klemens Kramert, ki jo 
podeljuje Beethovnovo društvo na Dunaju, ter nagrada Anny Felbermayer, ki mu jo 
je leta 2023 podelila Univerza za glasbo in upodabljajoče umetnosti na Dunaju. Leta 
2024 je bil na podelitvi nagrad ICMA 2026 nominiran za naziv mladega umetnika 
leta.

”Very beautiful sound – I really like your interpretation“ said the pianist Sir A. Schiff 
after one of Ilisz's performances in Berlin. Dominik Ilisz is a pianist in his third year 
of studies at the University of Music and Performing Arts Vienna in the class of C. 
Hinterhuber. Ilisz has already performed on many major stages in Europe, including 
the Romanian Atheneum in Bucharest, and the Megaron the Athens Concert Hall. 
He has given concerts in Germany, Italy, France, Spain, and Austria. A significant 
milestone in his career was his debut at the Vienna State Opera, one of the most 
prestigious stages. In the next season, he will also make his debut at the Vienna 
Musikverein. His recent achievements include a Medal of Honour at the 70th Maria 
Canals International Piano Competition, Special Prize at the Ettlingen International 
Piano Competition and at the Bechstein-Bruckner-Competition Austria in Linz, the 
Klemens-Kramert Award given by the Beethoven Society in Vienna and the Anny 
Felbermayer Award, which he received in 2023 from the University of Music and 
Performing Arts Vienna. In 2024, he was nominated for the title of Young Artist of the 
Year at the ICMA Awards 2026.



49LJUBLJANA FESTIVAL INTERNATIONAL PIANO COMPETITION 2026

Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 častna medalja, 70. Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Maria Canals, 
Barcelona, Španija, 2025 / medal of honour, 70th Maria Canals International Piano 
Competition, Barcelona, Spain, 2025

•	 posebna nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje v Ettlingenu, Ettlingen, 
Nemčija, 2024 / special prize, Ettlingen International Piano Competition, Ettlingen, 
Germany, 2024

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 7 v D-duru, op. 10, št. 3 / No. 7 in D major, Op. 10, No. 3 
Lili Boulanger: Tema in variacije, LB 33 / Thème et variations, LB 33 
Franz Listz: Réminiscences de Norma de Bellini – Grande fantaisie, S. 394 

2. etapa / Round 2
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: Rondo v a-molu, K. 511 / Rondeau in A minor, K. 511
Igor Stravinski, prir. / arr. Guido Agosti: Suita Ognjeni ptič / The Firebird Suite 
Franz Liszt: Sonata v h-molu, S. 178 / in B minor, S. 178 

3. etapa / Round 3
Ludwig van Beethoven: Koncert za klavir št. 4 v G-duru, op. 58 / Piano Concertno No. 4 
in G major, Op. 58 
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HYUNGYU  
JI

Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
2002

Država / Country: 
Južna Koreja / South Korea

Pianist Hyun-Gyu Ji, cenjen zaradi svoje umetniške spretnosti, izjemne prefinjenosti 
in osupljive virtuoznosti, je nastopal po Aziji, Evropi in Severni Ameriki. Je nagrajenec 
številnih nacionalnih in mednarodnih tekmovanj, nastopal pa je tudi v dvoranah 
Cinéma de Verbier na Festivalu Verbier, PepsiCo Recital Hall na Krščanski univerzi 
v Teksasu, Varšavske filharmonije, Jordan Hall in Williams Hall Konservatorija v Novi 
Angliji, Korejske industrijske banke, Centra za umetnost v Seulu, Centra za umetnost 
v Gjongdžuju in Centra za umetnost v Bučeonu. Diplomiral je na Korejski nacionalni 
univerzi za umetnost, kjer je študiral pri M. Sohnu in prejel direktorjevo nagrado. 
Trenutno se izpopolnjuje na magistrskem študiju na Konservatoriju v Novi Angliji pod 
mentorstvom W. Kyung Byun.

Praised for his artistry, exceptional refinement and dazzling virtuosity, the pianist Hyun-
Gyu Ji has performed across Asia, Europe, and North America. Ji is a prizewinner 
of numerous national and international competitions, and has performed at the 
Verbier Cinema at the Verbier Festival, PepsiCo Recital Hall at Texas Christian 
University, the Chamber Hall of the Warsaw Philharmonic, Jordan Hall and Williams 
Hall at the New England Conservatory, the Industrial Bank of Korea Chamber Hall 
and the Recital Hall of the Seoul Arts Center, Gyeonggi Arts Center Concert Hall, 
Gyeonggi Arts Center Concert Hall, and Concert Hall of Bucheon Arts Center. He 
graduated from the Korea National University of Arts, where he studied with M. Sohn 
and received the Director’s Award. He is currently pursuing his master’s degree at 
the New England Conservatory under the guidance of W. Kyung Byun.
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 velika nagrada, Glasbeno tekmovanje Sung-Jung, Suvon, Južna Koreja, 2024 
Grand Prix, Sung-Jung Music Competition, Suwon, South Korea, 2024

•	 2. nagrada, Glasbeno tekmovanje Joong-Ang, Seul, Južna Koreja, 2019 / 2nd prize, 
Joong-Ang Music Concours, Seoul, South Korea, 2019

•	 1. nagrada, Glasbeno tekmovanje Suri / 1st prize, Suri Music Competition

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Johann Sebastian Bach, prir. / arr. Sergej Rahmaninov: Partita št. 3 v E-duru, BWV 1006.1  
No. 3 in E major, BWV 1006.1  
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 21 v C-duru, op. 53, »Waldstein« / No. 21 in C major, 
Op. 53, “Waldstein” 
Franz Liszt: Fantazija na temi iz Mozartovih oper Figaro in Don Giovanni, S. 697 / Fantasy 
on Themes from Mozart's Figaro and Don Giovanni, S. 697 

2. etapa / Round 2
Claude Debussy: Estampes, L. 100 
Alojz Srebotnjak: Makedonski plesi / Macedonian Dances 
Franz Liszt: Velike etude po Paganiniju, S. 141 / Grandes Études de Paganini, S. 141 

3. etapa / Round 3
Sergej Rahmaninov: Koncert za klavir št. 3 v d-molu, op. 30 / Piano Concerto No.3 in  
D minor, Op. 30 
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NEJC 
KAMPLET

Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
1996

Država / Country: 
Slovenija / Slovenia

Nejc Kamplet je s petimi leti začel igrati klavir na Konservatoriju za glasbo in balet v 
Mariboru pri L. Maletič in S. Gerželj, pozneje pa se je vzporedno šolal na II. gimnaziji. 
Študij na Univerzi za glasbo in uprizoritvene umetnosti v Gradcu v razredu Z. Nieder-
dorfer je zaključil z odliko, nato pa je nadaljeval pri A. Vardiju na Univerzi za glas-
bo, dramo in medije v Hannovru. Dodatno se je izpopolnjeval pri številnih svetovno 
priznanih pianistih, kot so J. Kisin, J. Rouvier, B. Berman, D. Kim, M. Voskresenski, S. 
Guljak, I. Hobson, G. Gruzman, A. Bonatta, R. Dalibaltajan, A. Valdma, R. Levin in 
drugi. Kot solist je nastopal z Dvornim orkestrom iz Meiningena, Slovenskim in Graškim 
filharmoničnim orkestrom, Filharmoničnim orkestrom iz Vuhana, slovaškim orkestrom 
Sinfonietta Žilina, Simfoničnim orkestrom SNG Maribor, RTV Slovenija, iz Vuhana in iz 
Barcelone, Katalonskim nacionalnim orkestrom, Orkestrom Državne opere v Ban-
ski Bystrici, Filharmoničnim orkestrom Pannon in drugimi. Med dirigenti, s katerimi 
je sodeloval, so M. Valdivieso, V. Egel, A. J. Hochstrasser, P. Przytocki, M. Merkel,  
H. Shankar, J. Yang, W. Harrer, S. Krečič, Ž. Ploj Peršuh, D. Mori, J. Hyoun Baek, T. Lee in 
B. Pionnier. Samostojne recitale je izvedel na festivalih po Evropi, Aziji in ZDA.

Nejc Kamplet began playing the piano at the age of five at the Maribor Con-
servatory of Music and Ballet, under L. Maletić and S. Gerželj, where he later also 
attended  II. gimnazija Maribor. He completed his studies with distinction under Dr 
Z. Niederdorfer at the University of Music and Performing Arts Graz, and later he 
continued with A. Vardi at the University of Music, Drama and Media Hanover. 
He has furthered his studies many world-renowned pianists: E. Kissin, J. Rouvier,  
B. Berman, D. Kim, M. Voskresensky, S. Gulyak, I. Hobson, G. Gruzman, A. Bonatta, R. 
Dalibaltayan, A. Valdma, and R. Levin, among others. He has performed as a solo-
ist with the Meiningen Court Orchestra, Slovenian, Graz and Wuhan Philharmonic 
Orchestras, Slovak Sinfonietta Žilina, SNG Maribor, RTV Slovenia Symphony Orches-
tra, Harbin and Barcelona Symphony Orchestra, National Orchestra of Catalonia, 
Orchestra of the State Opera Banská Bystrica, Pannon Philharmonic Orchestra and 
others, collaborating with the conductors M, Valdivieso, V. Egel, A. J. Hochstrasser, 
P. Przytocki, M. Merkel, H. Shankar, J. Yang, W. Harrer, S. Krečič, Ž. Ploj Peršuh, D. Mori, 
J. Hyoun Baek, T. Lee, and B. Pionnier. He has given solo recitals at festivals across 
Europe, Asia and the USA.
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:
•	 2. nagrada, nagrada Maria Font de Carulla, 70. Klavirsko tekmovanje Maria  

Canals, Barcelona, Španija, 2025 / 2nd prize, Maria Font de Carulla prize, 70th Maria 
Canals Piano Competition, Barcelona, Spain, 2025 

•	 2. nagrada, 4. Tekmovanje Hans von Bülow, Meiningen, Nemčija, 2023 / 2nd prize,  
4th Hans von Bülow Competition, Meiningen, Germany, 2023

•	 1. nagrada, Klavirsko tekmovanje fundacije Hildegard Maschmann, Dunaj,  
Avstrija, 2019 / 1st prize, Hildegard Maschmann Foundation Piano Competition, 
Vienna, Austria, 2019

•	 3. nagrada, 9. Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje v New Yorku, New York, ZDA, 
2018 / 3rd prize, 9th New York International Piano Competition, New York, USA, 2018

•	 1. nagrada, posebna nagrada za koncert z orkestrom in posebna nagrada za najboljšo 
izvedbo slovaškega dela, 3. Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Forum per tasti, 
Banská Bystrica, Slovaška, 2018 / 1st prize, special prize for a concert with orchestra 
and special prize for the best performance of the Slovak piece, 3rd Forum per tasti 
International piano Competition, Banská Bystrica, Slovakia, 2018

•	 1. nagrada, Štipendijsko tekmovanje Martha Debelli, Gradec, Avstrija, 2017 
1st prize, Martha Debelli Scholarship Competition, Graz, Austria, 2017

•	 2. nagrada, 16. Mednarodno tekmovanje za mlade pianiste v Ettlingenu,  
Ettlingen, Nemčija, 2016 / 2nd prize, 16th Ettlingen International Competition for 
Young Pianists, Ettlingen, Germany, 2016

•	 1. nagrada, 4. Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje nagrada Euregio Piano, 
Geilenkirchen, Nemčija, 2016 / 1st prize, 4th International Piano Competition Euregio 
Piano Award, Geilenkirchen, Germany, 2016

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Robert Kamplet: Meditacija / Meditation  
Johann Sebastian Bach: Preludij in fuga št. 9 v E-duru, WTC I, BWV 854 / Prelude and 
Fugue No. 9 in E major, WTC I, BWV 854 
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 29 v B-duru, op. 106, »Sonata za klavir s kladivci«
Sonata No. 29 in B-flat major, Op. 106, “Hammerklavier”

2. etapa / Round 2
Fryderyk Chopin: Sonata št. 3 v h-molu, op. 58 / No. 3 in B minor, Op. 58    
Béla Bartók: Out of Doors, Sz. 81  
Clara Schumann: Preludij in fuga št. 3 v d-molu, op. 16 / Prelude and Fugue No. 3 in  
D minor, Op. 16  
Franz Liszt: Mefistov valček št. 1, S. 514 / Mephisto waltz No. 1, S. 514

3. etapa / Round 3
Peter Ilijč Čajkovski: Koncert za klavir št. 1 v b-molu, op. 23 / Piano Concerto No. 1 in 
B-flat minor, Op. 23 
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ULADZISLAU 
KHANDOHI

Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
2001

Država / Country: 
Belorusija / Belarus

Vladislav Kandohi, rojen leta 2001 v Minsku v Belorusiji, prihaja iz družine profesi-
onalnih glasbenikov cimbalistov. S klavirskimi lekcijami je začel pri sedmih letih, kmalu 
zatem, pri desetih letih, pa je osvojil veliko nagrado na Odprtem tekmovanju Men-
dzelevskaja v Mogilevu, nato pa še prvo nagrado na Tekmovanju Sviridov za mlade 
izvajalce v Sankt Peterburgu. Študiral je na Republiški visoki šoli za glasbo Beloruske 
državne glasbene akademije pod mentorstvom I. Semenjako in leta 2014 osvojil nag-
radi na Tekmovanju Astana Piano Passion in Mednarodnem televizijskem glasbenem 
tekmovanju za mlade glasbenike Hrestač. Leta 2016 je bil finalist na Mednarodnem 
klavirskem tekmovanju Gina Bachauer (ZDA) in izdal svoj prvenec pri založbi Melodi-
ya. Leta 2020 je bil sprejet na Moskovski konservatorij, kjer študira pri N. Trull. Od leta 
2023 študira na Šoli za glasbo Kraljica Sofía v Madridu pri S. Ioudenitchu. 

Uladzislau Khandohi, born in 2001 in Minsk, Belarus, comes from a family of profes-
sional dulcimer musicians. He began piano lessons at the age of seven and soon 
won the Grand Prix at the Mendzelevskaya Open Competition in Mogilev at the 
age of ten, followed by 1st prize at the Sviridov Competition for Young Performers 
in St. Petersburg. He studied at the Republican Music College of the Belorussian 
State Music Academy under I. Semenyako, earning prizes at Astana Piano Passion 
and the Nutcracker International Television Contest for Young Musicians in 2014. In 
2016, he became a finalist at the Gina Bachauer International Piano Competition 
(USA) and released his debut album on the Melodiya label. In 2020, he entered the 
Moscow State Conservatory, studying with N. Trull. Since 2023, he has studied at the 
Reina Sofía School of Music in Madrid under S. Ioudenitch. 
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 2. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Valencia Iturbi, Valencia, Španija, 
2025 / 2nd prize, Valencia Iturbi International Piano Competition, Valencia, Spain, 
2025

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Dinu Lipatti, Craiova, Romunija, 
2024 / 1st prize, Dinu Lipatti International Piano Competition, Craiova, Romania, 
2024 

•	 1. nagrada, Glasbeni festival Mimas, Procida, Italija, 2024 / 1st prize, Mimas Music 
Festival, Procida, Italy, 2024 

•	 2. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Maria Canals, Barcelona, Španija, 
2024 / 2nd prize, Maria Canals International Piano Competition, Barcelona, Spain 
2024 

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje španskih skladateljev, Madrid, 
Španija, 2024 / 1st prize, International Piano Competition Spanish Composers, 
Madrid, Spain, 2024

•	 2. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje v Sydneyju, Sydney, Avstralija, 
2023 / 2nd prize, Sydney International Piano Competition, Sydney, Australia, 2023

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje v Ferrolu, Ferrol, Španija, 2021  
1st prize, Ferrol International Piano Competition, Ferrol, Spain, 2021

•	 1. nagrada, RPM Sanremo – Mednarodno tekmovanje ruske klavirske glasbe, 
Sanremo, Italija, 2021 / 1st prize, RPM Sanremo – Russian Piano Music International 
Competition, Sanremo, Italy, 2021

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Franz Schubert: Štirje impromptuji, D. 899 / Four Impromptus, D. 899 

Impromptu št. 1 v c-molu / Impromptu No. 1 in C minor 
Impromptu št. 2 v Es-duru / Impromptu No. 2 in E-flat major 

Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 26 v Es-duru, op. 81a, »Slovo« / No. 26 in E-flat major, 
Op. 81a, “Les Adieux” 
Franz Liszt: Réminiscences de Norma de Bellini – Grande fantaisie, S. 394 

2. etapa / Round 2
Fryderyk Chopin: Sonata št. 2 v b-molu, op. 35 / No. 2 in B-flat minor, Op. 35  
Aleksander Skrjabin: Mazurka v e-molu, op. 25, št. 3 / in E minor, Op. 25, No. 3 
Sergej Rahmaninov: Sonata št. 1 v d-molu, op. 28 / No. 1 in D minor, Op. 28 

3. etapa / Round 3
Sergej Prokofjev: Koncert za klavir št. 2 v g-molu, op. 16 / Piano Concerto No. 2 in  
G minor, Op. 16 
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SEUNGHWAN 
SEVERINO KIM

Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
1996

Država / Country: 
Južna Koreja / South Korea

Seunghwan Severino Kim je začel študirati klavir pri 12 letih pod mentorstvom  
J. Ahn in A. Boainaina. Po diplomi na Umetniški srednji šoli Sunhwa v Južni Koreji je 
nadaljeval študij klavirja na Univerzi za umetnost v Berlinu pri L. Grossmann. Študij 
je nadaljeval na Univerzi za glasbo v Lübecku pri K. Eickhorst in pridobil magistrski 
naziv. Od leta 2023 se pod mentorstvom I. Dannhorna, E. Yarden in D. Stadlerja 
pripravlja na koncertne izpite, najvišjo stopnjo izobrazbe na Univerzi za glasbo v 
Trossingenu v Nemčiji. Poleg tega študira tudi pri M. Černjavski na Univerzi za glasbo 
in upodabljajoče umetnosti v Gradcu. Prejel je povabila za nastope na solističnih 
in komornih koncertih, in sicer v Nemčiji, Južni Koreji in Italiji – med drugim v Berlinu, 
Dresdnu, Brescii, Benetkah, Seulu in Krakovu. Seunghwan se je med študijem 
udeleževal mojstrskih tečajev pri znanih pianistih, kot so E. Leonskaja, K. Eickhorst,  
G. Mishory, A. Siirala, E. Pace, B. Petrušanski, A.  Boainain in V. Sverdlov-Aškenazi.

Seunghwan Severino Kim began studying the piano at the age of 12 under the 
guidance of J. Ahn and A. Boainain. After graduating from Sunhwa Arts High School 
in South Korea, he pursued his bachelor’s degree in piano at the Berlin University 
of the Arts under L. Grossmann. He continued his studies at the University of Music 
Lübeck with K. Eickhorst, earning his master’s degree. Since 2023 he has been 
studying with I. Dannhorn, E. Yarden and D. Stadler for the concert exam, the 
highest degree at the Trossingen University of Music in Germany. Additionally, he has 
also been studying with M. Chernyavska at the University of Music and Performing 
Arts Graz. He has received invitations to perform in solo and chamber music 
concerts, particularly in Germany, South Korea and Italy, in cities such as Berlin, 
Dresden, Brescia, Venice, Seoul and Krakow. Throughout his studies, Seunghwan 
has participated in masterclasses with renowned pianists, including E. Leonskaja, 
K. Eickhorst, G. Mishory, A. Siirala, E. Pace, B. Petrushansky, A. Boainain, and  
V. Sverdlov-Ashkenazy.
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 1. nagrada, 10. Poljsko spletno klavirsko tekmovanje, Gdansk, Poljska, 2024  
1st prize, 10th Polish Piano Competition Online, Gdansk, Poland, 2024

•	 1. nagrada, Tekmovanje za posebno nagrado Paola Serraa na 12. festivalu  
Filadelfia, Filadelfia, Italija, 2021 / 1st prize,  Paolo Serrao Special Award Competition 
of the 12th Festival Filadelfia, Filadeflia, Italy, 2021

•	 3. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Ignacy Jan Paderewski,  
Bydgoszcz, Poljska, 2021 / 3rd prize, International Ignacy Jan Paderewski Piano 
Competition, Bydgoszcz, Poland, 2021

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno mladinsko glasbeno tekmovanje »Nouvelles Étoiles«, 
Francija, 2018 / 1st prize,  International Youth Music Competition “Nouvelles 
Étoiles”, Online, France, 2018

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 16 v G-duru, op. 31, št. 1 / No. 16 in G major, Op. 31, 
No. 1
Franz Liszt: Leta romanja, Drugo leto: Italija, S. 161, št. 7 / Années de pèlerinage, Deuxième 
année: Italie, S. 161, No. 7  

Po branju Danteja: Fantasia quasi sonata / Après une lecture du Dante: Fantasia quasi 
sonata 

Isaac Albéniz: Iberija, IV. Zvezek / Iberia, Book IV 
III. Eritaña 

2. etapa / Round 2
Johannes Brahms: Fantazije, op. 116 / Fantasien, Op. 116  
Maurice Ravel: Ogledala, M. 43 / Miroirs, M. 43 
Johann Sebastian Bach: Preludij in fuga št. 7 v Es-duru, WTC II, BWV 876 / Prelude and 
Fugue No. 7 in E-flat major, WTC II, BWV 876 

3. etapa / Round 3
Johannes Brahms: Koncert za klavir št. 2 v B-duru, op. 83 / Piano Concerto No. 2 in B-flat 
major, Op. 83 
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TIAN  
LAN

Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
2004

Država / Country: 
Kitajska / China

Tian Lan je klavir začel študirati pri desetih letih v Mjanjangu. Leta 2019 se je vpisal 
na Srednjo šolo Konservatorija v Sečuanu, kjer je študiral pri H. Yangu in Y. Zhau. Glas-
beno izobraževanje trenutno nadaljuje v Italiji na Konservatoriju Vincenza Bellinija v 
Catanii pod mentorstvom maestra E. Comisa. Tian Lan je svoje znanje izpopolnil na 
mojstrskih tečajih s priznanimi pianisti, kot so L. Angelov, P. Donohoe in L. Zilberstein. 
Sodeloval je tudi z maestrom D. Jablonskim, dirigentom Orkestra Kijevski Virtuozi, in z 
njim izvedel Klavirski koncert št. 20 Wolfganga Amadeusa Mozarta.

Born in China in 2004, pianist Tian Lan began his piano studies at the age of ten in 
Mianyang. In 2019, he enrolled at the High School of the Sichuan Conservatory of 
Music, studying with H. Yang and Y. Zhao. He is currently continuing his musical edu-
cation in Italy at the Vincenzo Bellini Conservatory of Music in Catania under maes-
tro E. Comis. Tian Lan has refined his artistry through masterclasses with renowned 
pianists including L. Angelov, P. Donohoe, and L. Zilberstein. He has also collabora-
ted with maestro D. Yablonsky, conductor of the Kyiv Virtuosi Orchestra, performing 
Piano Concerto No. 20 by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. 
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 1. nagrada »Grande Premio«, Tekmovanje bodočih umetnikov – Mesto Polizzi 
Generosa, Polizzi Generosa, Italija, 2025 / 1st prize “Grande Premio”, Future Artists 
Competition - City of Polizzi Generosa, Polizzi Generosa, Italy, 2025

•	 Velika nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Glory Online, New York, ZDA, 
2022 / Grand Prize, Glory International Piano Competition Online, New York, USA, 
2022

•	 4. nagrada (2. in 3. nagrada nista bili podeljeni), Klavirsko tekmovanje za mlade 
Chopin, 2019 / 4th prize (2nd and 3rd prizes not awarded), Chopin Youth Piano Com-
petition, Hong Kong, China, 2019

•	 1. nagrada, Klavirsko tekmovanje Sichuan »Academy Cup«, Sečuan, Kitajska, 2018  
1st prize, Sichuan “Academy Cup” Piano Competition, Sichuan, China, 2018

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno Mozartovo tekmovanje za mlade glasbenike v Žuhaju, 
Žuhaj, Kitajska, 2017 / 1st prize, Zhuhai International Mozart Competition for Young 
Musicians, Zhuhai, China, 2017

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 7 v D-duru, op. 10, št. 3 / No. 7 in D major, Op. 10, No. 3 
Samuel Barber: Sonata v es-molu, op. 26 / in E-flat minor, Op. 26 

2. etapa / Round 2
Domenico Scarlatti: Sonata v d-molu, K. 1 / in D minor, K. 1 
Johann Sebastian Bach: Preludij in fuga št. 2 v c-molu, WTC I, BWV 847 / Prelude and 
Fugue No. 2 in C minor, WTC I, BWV 847 
Ferruccio Busoni: Tokata, BV 287 / Toccata, BV 287  
Felix Mendelssohn: Resne variacije, op. 54 / Variations sérieuses, Op. 54 
Sergej Prokofjev: Sonata št. 6 v A-duru, op. 82 / No. 6 in A major, Op. 82 

3. etapa / Round 3
Fryderyk Chopin: Koncert za klavir št. 1 v e-molu, op. 11 / Piano Concerto No. 1 in  
E minor, Op. 11 
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DONG-YI  
LIN

Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
1998

Država / Country: 
Tajvan / Taiwan

Dong-Yi Lin trenutno študira klavir pri L. Yeh. Klavir se je začel učiti pri sedmih letih. V 
srednji šoli je študiral tudi tolkala in raziskoval druge glasbene zvrsti, vključno z jazzom 
in elektronsko glasbo. Pred kratkim je diplomiral na Nacionalni tajvanski normalni 
univerzi. Dong-Yi je kot aktiven glasbenik nastopal na različnih recitalih in koncertih. 
V letih 2019 in 2020 ga je Mednarodna fundacija za kulturo in izobraževanje New 
Aspect povabila, da v okviru projekta Salute to J. S. Bach izvede solistična dela in 
koncert. Leta 2021 je izvedel klavirski recital, na katerem je predstavil celoten prvi 
zvezek Podob in Preludijev Clauda Debussyja. Kot tolkalec je sodeloval v projektu 
Glasbena podoba Tajvana: Poklon moji domovini 2021, kjer je izvedel tradicionalne 
tajvanske skladbe T. Hsiaa in C.-Y. Kuoja. Leta 2022 je na Tajvanu premierno izvedel 
Klavirski koncert št. 3 v Es-duru, op. posth Franza Liszta. Po osvojeni prvi nagradi in 
nagradi za najboljšo izvedbo Debussyja na 1. Mednarodnem klavirskem tekmovan-
ju za mlade pianiste Kronberg leta 2023 je naslednje leto sodeloval z Debussyjevim 
glasbenim centrom pri recitalu, ki je bil pozneje izdan kot plošča. Leta 2024 je na 
koncertnih nastopih sodeloval z več orkestri.

Dong-Yi Lin is currently studying piano with L. Yeh. He began learning piano at the 
age of seven. In high school, he not only minored in percussion but also explored 
other genres of music, including jazz and electronic music. He recently graduated 
from National Taiwan Normal University. As an active musician, Dong-Yi has per-
formed in various recitals and concerts. In 2019 and 2020, he was invited by the In-
ternational New Aspect Cultural and Educational Foundation to perform solo works 
and a concerto as part of the project Salute to J. S. Bach. In 2021, he gave a piano 
recital featuring complete Images and Préludes Book I by Claude Debussy. As a 
percussionist, he participated in the project 2021 Taiwan Music Image: Homage 
to My Homeland, performing traditional Taiwanese works in pieces by T. Hsiao and  
C.-Y. Kuo. In 2022, he gave the Taiwanese premiere of Piano Concerto No. 3 in E-flat 
major, Op. posth by Franz Liszt. After winning 1st prize and the best rendition of De-
bussy award at the 1st International Piano Competition for Young Pianists Kronberg 
in 2023, he collaborated with the Debussy Music Centre the following year for a 
recital, which was later released as a live performance album. In 2024, he actively 
collaborated with multiple orchestras in concerto performances.
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 1. nagrada in nagrada za najboljšo izvedbo Debussyja, 1. Mednarodno klavirsko 
tekmovanje za mlade pianiste Kronberg, Kronberg, Nemčija, 2023 / 1st prize & best 
rendition of Debussy award, 1st International Piano Competition for Young Pianists 
Kronberg, Kronberg, Germany, 2023 

•	 4. nagrada, VI. Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Krystian Tkaczewski, Busko-
Zdroj, Poljska, 2021 / 4th prize, VI Krystian Tkaczewski International Piano Competi-
tion, Busko-Zdroj, Poland, 2021

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno spletno tekmovanje Clara Schumann, 2021 / 1st prize, 
Online International Clara Schumann Competition, 2021

•	 zlata medalja in posebna nagrada žirije, 4. Mednarodno tekmovanje klasične in 
tradicionalne glasbe za klavir, Tajpej, Tajvan, 2020 / gold medal & special jury prize,  
4th International Classical and Traditional Music Piano Competition, Gold Medal 
and Special Jury Prize, Taipei, Taiwan, 2020

•	 2. nagrada, 29. Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje v Rimu, Rim, Italija, 2019  
2nd prize, 29th Roma International Piano Competition, Rome, Italy, 2019

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 31 v As-duru, op. 110 / No. 31 in A-flat major, Op. 110  
Claude Debussy: Podobe, I. zvezek, L. 110 / Images, Book I, L. 110 

Reflets dans l’eau 
Hommage à Rameau 
Mouvement 

Igor Stravinski: Trije stavki iz Petruške / Trois mouvements de Petrouchka 

2. etapa / Round 2
Fryderyk Chopin:
Nokturno v Des-duru, op. 27, št. 2 / Nocturne in D-flat major, Op. 27, No. 2 
Balada št. 3 v As-duru, op. 47 / Ballade No. 3 in A-flat major, Op. 47 
Claude Debussy: Preludiji, I. zvezek, CD. 125 / Préludes, Book I, CD. 125 

3. etapa / Round 3
Ludwig van Beethoven: Koncert za klavir št. 4 v G-duru, op. 58 / Piano Concerto No. 4 
in G major, Op. 58 
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Jonathan Mak, zmagovalec Mednarodnega klavirskega tekmovanja Sorel-Tracy, 
ki je prvič potekalo leta 2024, je svoj orkestralni debi doživel že pri štirih letih. Od 
takrat je kot gostujoči solist nastopal s številnimi orkestri, med katerimi izstopa zlasti 
Montrealski simfonični orkester. Med njegovimi nedavnimi nastopi so izvedbe Klavir-
skega koncerta št. 2 v B-duru, op. 83 Johannesa Brahmsa s Simfoničnim orkestrom 
Trois-Rivières, Simfoničnim orkestrom Kingston in Simfoničnim orkestrom Šole Shep-
herd. Je prejemnik nagrade Michael Measures Kanadskega sveta za umetnost ter 
nagrade Glasbene fundacije Sylva Gelber. Trenutno študira za doktorat iz glasbenih 
umetnosti na Šoli za glasbo Shepherd na Univerzi Rice, in sicer pri J. Kimuri Parkerju. 
Jonathan ima tudi diplomi šole Šole za glasbo Yale in Inštitut za glasbo v Clevelandu.

Winner of the 2024 inaugural Sorel-Tracy International Piano Competition, pianist 
Jonathan Mak made his orchestral debut at the age of four. Since then, he has 
appeared as a guest soloist with numerous orchestras, most notably the Montreal 
Symphony Orchestra. Recent engagements include performances of Piano 
Concerto No. 2 in B-flat major, Op. 83 by Johannes Brahms with the Trois-Rivières 
Symphony Orchestra, Kingston Symphony Orchestra and the Shepherd School 
Symphony Orchestra. He is a recipient of the Michael Measures Prize from the 
Canada Council for the Arts, as well as the Sylva Gelber Music Foundation Award. 
Currently pursuing a Doctor of Musical Arts degree at the Shepherd School of Music 
at Rice University, studying with J. Kimura Parker. Jonathan also holds degrees from 
the Yale School of Music and the Cleveland Institute of Music.

Jonathan 
Mak

Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
1997

Država / Country: 
Kanada / Canada



63LJUBLJANA FESTIVAL INTERNATIONAL PIANO COMPETITION 2026

Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 velika nagrada in nagrada za najboljšo izvedbo predpisanega dela, Mednarodno 
klavirsko tekmovanje Sorel-Tracy, Sorel-Tracy, Kanada, 2024 / grand prize & prize for 
best performance of imposed work, Sorel-Tracy International Piano Competition, 
Sorel-Tracy, Canada, 2024

•	 1. nagrada, Tekmovanje mladih umetnikov Tuesday Musical Club, San Antonio, 
ZDA, 2024 / 1st prize, Tuesday Musical Club Young Artists Competition, San Antonio,  
USA, 2024

•	 1. nagrada, Kanadsko klavirsko tekmovanje Bader & Overton, Kingston, Kanada, 2023  
1st prize, Bader & Overton Canadian Piano Competition, Kingston, Canada, 2023

•	 velika nagrada, Tekmovanje komorne glasbe Plowman, Columbia, ZDA, 2023 
grand prize, Plowman Chamber Music Competition, Columbia, USA, 2023

•	 najboljša izvedba dela iz 21. stoletja, 1. Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Festi-
vala Ljubljana, Ljubljana, Slovenija, 2023 / best performance of a 21st century work,  
1st Ljubljana Festival International Piano Competition, Ljubljana, Slovenia, 2023

•	 3. nagrada, OSM Compétition (Tekmovanje Montrealskega simfoničnega orkes-
tra), Montreal, Kanada, 2022 / 3rd prize, OSM Compétition (The Montreal Symphony 
Orchestra Competition), Montreal, Canada, 2022

•	 najboljša interpretacija naročenega dela, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje  
Helsinki Maj Lind, Helsinki, Finska, 2022 / best interpretation of the commissioned 
work, Helsinki Maj Lind International Piano Competition, Helsinki, Finland, 2022         

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 27 v e-molu, op. 90 / No. 27 in E minor, Op. 90 
Johannes Brahms: Sonata št. 3 v f-molu, op. 5 / No. 3 in F minor, Op. 5 

2. etapa / Round 2
Robert Schumann: Fantasiestücke, Op. 12 
Marc-André Hamelin: Etuda št. 8 v B-molu »Vilinski kralj, po Goetheju« / Étude No. 8 in 
B-flat minor “Erlkönig, After Goethe” 
Sergej Prokofjev: Sonata št. 8 v B-duru, op. 84 / No. 8 in B-flat major, Op. 84 

3. etapa / Round 3
Johannes Brahms: Koncert za klavir št. 2 v B-duru, op. 83 / Piano Concerto No. 2 in B-flat 
major, Op. 83 
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MARKO 
MATAJIČ

Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
2002

Država / Country: 
Slovenija / Slovenia

Marko Matajič je začel svojo glasbeno izobraževanje na osnovnih Glasbenih šolah 
v Lendavi in Murski Soboti, kjer je bil učenec B. Bogar, J. Kunove in P. Šantka. Izob-
raževanje je nadaljeval na Glasbeni šoli v Varaždinu pri P. Šantku. Po opravljenem 
sprejemnem izpitu se je vpisal na salzburško univerzo Mozarteum. Najprej je bil 
študent T. Böckhelerja in A. Webra, zdaj pa nadaljuje magisterij pri A. Groethuysnu. 
Marko poleg solističnega repertoarja aktivno nastopa tudi v komornih ansamblih, 
kjer bogati svoje glasbene izkušnje pod mentorstvom C. Höfer Teutsch, T. Kurucz in 
L. Roczeka. Sodeloval je na številnih nacionalnih in mednarodnih tekmovanjih ter se 
udeležil vrste mojstrskih tečajev. Za svojo predanost in umetniško mojstrstvo je prejel 
več nagrad na regionalnih, nacionalnih in prestižnih mednarodnih tekmovanjih v 
Sloveniji, na Hrvaškem, v Italiji, Bosni in Hercegovini, Srbiji in Avstriji.

Marko Matajič began his musical education at the primary Lendava and Murska 
Sobota Music Schools, Slovenia, studying under B. Bogar, Y. Kunova, and P. Šan-
tek. He continued his education at the Varaždin School of Music, Croatia, where 
he studied with P. Šantek. After successfully passing the entrance examination, 
he enrolled at the Mozarteum University Salzburg in Austria, where he is currently 
in his fourth year of study. Initially a student of T. Böckheler and A. Weber, he now 
continues his master studies with A. Groethuysen. In addition to his solo repertoire, 
Marko actively performs in chamber ensembles, expanding his musical experien-
ce under the mentorship of C. Höfer Teutsch, T. Kurucz, and L. Roczek. He has parti-
cipated in numerous national and international competitions and attended many 
masterclasses. His dedication and artistry have been recognized through multiple 
awards at regional, national, and prestigious international competitions held in 
Slovenia, Croatia, Italy, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, and Austria.
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 2. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje mesta San Donà di Piave, San 
Donà di Piave, Italija, 2023 / 2nd prize, Città di San Donà di Piave International Piano 
Competition, San Donà di Piave, Italy, 2023

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 31 v As-duru, op. 110 / No. 31 in A-flat major, Op. 110   
Franz Liszt: Leta romanja, Prvo leto: Švica, S. 160, št. 6 / Années de pèlerinage, Première 
année: Suisse, S. 160, No. 6 

Obermannova dolina / Vallée d'Obermann  
Fryderyk Chopin: Scherzo št. 3 v cis-molu, op. 39 / No. 3 in C-sharp minor, Op. 39 

2. etapa / Round 2
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: Fantazija št. 4 v c-molu, K. 475 / Fantasia No. 4 in C minor, 
K. 475 
Fryderyk Chopin: Sonata št. 2 v b-molu, op. 35 / No. 2 in B-flat minor, Op. 35 
Claude Debussy: Estampes, L. 100
Aleksander Skrjabin: Sonata št. 2 v gis-molu, op. 19, »Sonata – fantazija« / No. 2 in  
G-sharp minor, Op. 19, “Sonata–Fantasy”  

3. etapa / Round 3
Sergej Rahmaninov: Koncert za klavir št. 2 v c-molu, op. 18 / Piano Concerto No. 2 in  
C minor, Op. 18
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HEESEONG 
NOH

Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
1998

Država / Country: 
Južna Koreja / South Korea

Pianist Heeseong Noh je svojo glasbeno pot začel z enajstimi leti in se takoj izkazal 
s prvim mestom na nacionalnem tekmovanju. Pozneje je diplomiral na Seulski naci-
onalni univerzi, kjer je kot priznanje za svoj izjemni talent prejel edino polno štipendijo 
oddelka. Od leta 2021 študira na univerzi Mozarteum v Salzburgu, kjer je magistriral 
z najvišjimi ocenami, podiplomski študij pa nadaljuje pod mentorstvom P. Gililova. 
Njegov najvidnejši dosežek v zadnjih letih je nagrada na Tekmovanju Long-Thibaud- 
Crespin leta 2022, kjer je prejel tudi priznanje Njegove presvetle visokosti, monaške-
ga kneza Alberta II., s čimer si je zagotovil mednarodno prepoznavnost. Nastopal 
je na prizoriščih, kot so dvorana Bunka Kaikan v Tokiu, Center za umetnost v Seulu, 
Koncertna hiša Daegu in dvorana Suwon SK Artrium, ter sodeloval z orkestri, med 
katerimi so Tokijski simfonični orkester, Tokijski filharmonični orkester, Filharmonična 
orkestra Gunpo Prime in Daegu. Tudi njegova evropska kariera se razvija, kar je po-
trdil z debijem v Parizu.

The pianist Heeseong Noh began his musical journey at the age of 11, and was 
immediately distinguished by winning 1st prize in a national competition. He later 
earned his bachelor’s degree at Seoul National University, where he was award-
ed the department’s sole full scholarship in recognition of his outstanding talent. 
Since 2021, he has been studying at the Mozarteum University Salzburg, complet-
ing his master’s degree with highest honours and continuing in the postgraduate 
programme under the guidance of P. Gililov. His most notable achievement in 
recent years is becoming a prize winner at the Long–Thibaud–Crespin Competi-
tion in 2022, where he also received the H.S.H. Albert II of Monaco prize, earning 
him international recognition. He has performed at venues such as Tokyo Bunka 
Kaikan, Seoul Arts Center, Daegu Concert House, and Suwon SK Artrium, and col-
laborated with orchestras including the Tokyo Symphony Orchestra, Tokyo Phil-
harmonic Orchestra, Gunpo Prime Philharmonic Orchestra, and Daegu Philhar-
monic Orchestra. His European career is also growing, highlighted by his debut  
in Paris.
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 5. nagrada, Tekmovanje Long-Thibaud-Crespin, Pariz, Francija, 2022 / 5th prize, Long–
Thibaud–Crespin Competition, Paris, France, 2022 

•	 vse posebne nagrade, Glasbeno tekmovanje Dong-A, Seul, Koreja, 2019 / all special 
prizes, Dong-A Music Competition, Seoul, Korea, 2019

•	 1. nagrada in nagrada občinstva, Glasbeno tekmovanje v Tokiu, Tokio, Japonska, 2017  
1st prize and audience prize, Tokyo Music Competition, Tokyo, Japan, 2017

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 32 v c-molu, op. 111 / No. 32 in C minor, Op. 111
Fryderyk Chopin: Sonata št. 2 v b-molu, op. 35 / No. 2 in B-flat minor, Op. 35

2. etapa / Round 2
Fryderyk Chopin: Poloneza–fantazija v as-molu, op. 61 / Polonaise-Fantaisie in A-flat 
major, Op. 61
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: Sonata št. 12 v F-duru, K. 332 / No. 12 in F major, K. 332
Sergej Prokofjev: Sonata št. 8 v B-duru, op. 84 / No. 8 in B-flat major, Op. 84

3. etapa / Round 3
Fryderyk Chopin: Koncert za klavir št. 1 v e-molu, op. 11 / Piano Concerto No. 1 in  
E minor, Op. 11



68 MEDNARODNO KLAVIRSKO TEKMOVANJE FESTIVALA LJUBLJANA 2026 

MARTA 
PAPOIAN

Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
2004

Država / Country: 
Poljska / Poland

Marta Papoian je prefinjena interpretka Chopinovih del. Svojo glasbeno izobraz-
bo je začela v družini znanega pianista A. Sultanova, in sicer je pri njegovi materi 
študirala violino, pri njegovem mlajšem bratu pa klavir. Pri devetih letih je formalno 
šolanje nadaljevala pri S. Voronovu, pozneje pa pri M. Gambarian, zadnji še žive-
či učenki legendarnega ruskega pianista in pedagoga K. Igumnova. Marta se je 
udeležila številnih mojstrskih tečajev uglednih mednarodnih pianistov, kjer je pog-
lobila svoje interpretativno znanje in izostrila svojo klavirsko tehniko. Njeno mojstr-
stvo je bilo nagrajeno na številnih prestižnih klavirskih tekmovanjih. Osvojila je prve 
nagrade na Mednarodnem klavirskem tekmovanju IPPA Conero, Mednarodnem 
klavirskem tekmovanje Tengiz Amirejibi v Borjomiju (vključno s posebno nagrado za 
izvedbo Chopinove skladbe), Mednarodnem klavirskem tekmovanju #StayHome, 
Mednarodnem klavirskem tekmovanju Chopin Plus, Mednarodnem klavirskem tek-
movanju Skrjabin, Mednarodnem tekmovanju mladih izvajalcev Kaunas Sonorum in 
Klavirskem tekmovanju Elevato. 

Marta Papoian began her musical education within the family of the renowned pi-
anist A. Sultanov, studying violin with his mother and piano with his younger brother. 
At the age of nine, she continued her formal training under S. Voronov, and later 
studied with M. Gambaryan, the last living student of the legendary Russian pianist 
and pedagogue K. Igumnov. Marta has taken part in numerous masterclasses with 
distinguished international pianists, where she deepened her interpretive insight and 
honed her pianistic technique. Her artistry has been recognised at many prestigious 
piano competitions. She has won 1st prizes at the IPPA Conero International Piano 
Competition, Tengiz Amirejibi International Piano Competition in Borjomi (including 
a Special Prize for the performance of a Chopin work), #StayHome International 
Piano Competition, The International Piano Competition “Chopin Plus”, Scriabin 
International Piano Competition, International Young Performer Contest “Kaunas 
Sonorum”, and Elevato Piano Competition. 
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:
•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje IPPA Conero, Tecanati, Italija, 2020  

1st prize,  IPPA Conero International Piano Competition, Tecanati, Italy, 2020

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Tengiz Amirejibi v Borjomiju, 
Borjomi, Gruzija, 2020 / 1st prize, Tengiz Amirejibi International Piano Competition in 
Borjomi, Borjomi, Georgia, 2020

•	 3. nagrada in posebna nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje mesta Vigo, 
Vigo, Španija, 2020 / 3rd prize and special prize, Piano Internacional Competition 
“City of Vigo”, Vigo, Spain, 2020

•	 zmagovalec, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Skrjabin, Moskva, Rusija, 2021 
laureate, Scriabin International Piano Competition, Moscow, Russia, 2021

•	 2. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Stanislava Neuhausa, Čeljabinsk, 
Rusija, 2021 / 2nd prize, International Stanislav Neuhaus Piano Competition, Chely-
abinsk, Russia, 2021

•	 6. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Singapur – SIPC, Singapur, Singa-
pur, 2021 / 6th prize, Singapore International Piano Competition: SIPC, Singapore, 
Singapore, 2021

•	 1. nagrada, Klavirsko tekmovanje Elevato, Praga, Češka, 2024 / 1st prize, Elevato 
Piano Competition, Praga, Czech Republic, 2024

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 12 v As-duru, op. 26 / No. 12 in A-flat major, Op. 26  
Aleksander Skrjabin: 
Pet preludijev, op. 74 / Five Preludes, Op. 74 
Fantazija v h-molu, op. 28 / Fantasie in B minor, Op. 28
Franz Liszt: Madžarska rapsodija št. 12 v cis-molu, S. 244/12 / Hungarian Rhapsody No. 12 
in C-sharp minor, S. 244/12 

2. etapa / Round 2
Ludwig van Beethoven: Andante favori, WoO 57
Karol Szymanowski: Maske, op. 34 / Masques, Op. 34

I. Šeherezada / Shéhérazade
Fryderyk Chopin: Mazurke, op. 24 / Mazurkas, Op. 24
Sergej Taneev: Preludij in fuga v gis-molu, op. 29 / Prelude and Fugue in G-sharp minor, 
Op. 29
Franz Liszt: Leta romanja, Drugo leto: Italija, S. 161, št. 7 / Années de pèlerinage, Deuxi-
ème année: Italie, S. 161, No. 7

Po branju Danteja: Fantasia quasi sonata / Après une lecture du Dante: Fantasia quasi 
sonata

3. etapa / Round 3
Robert Schumann: Koncert za klavir v a-molu, op. 54 / Piano Concerto in A minor, Op. 54
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HANGON 
RHYU

Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
1999

Država / Country: 
Južna Koreja, Nemčija 
South Korea, Germany

Hangon Rhyu se je rodil leta 1999 v Seulu v Južni Koreji. Pri sedmih letih se je za-
čel učiti klavir pri D. Kimu, pri enajstih letih pa je imel v Seulu svoj prvi recital. Je 
zmagovalec številnih klavirskih tekmovanj v Koreji, med drugim tekmovanj Klavirsko 
tekmovanje Suri in Klavirsko tekmovanje Hanguk Ilbo, pri osemnajstih letih pa je bil 
finalist 61. Mednarodnega klavirskega tekmovanja Ferruccio Busoni. Diplomiral je 
na Univerzi za glasbo, dramo in medije v Hannovru pod mentorstvom C. Oakdena, 
trenutno pa na Univerzi za glasbo v Münstru pod mentorstvom A. von Arnima nadal-
juje študij za magistrski naziv.

Hangon Rhyu was born in Seoul, South Korea, in 1999. He began studying piano 
with D. Kim at the age of seven and gave his debut recital in Seoul at the age of 
eleven. He has won many piano competitions in Korea, including the Suri Music 
Competition and the Hanguk Ilbo Piano Competition, and was a finalist at the 61st 
Ferruccio Busoni International Piano Competition at the age of eighteen. He finis-
hed his bachelor’s degree at the Hannover University of Music, Drama and Media 
under the tutelage of C. Oakden and is currently pursuing his master’s degree at 
the Münster University of Music with A. von Arnim.
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 1. nagrada, Sponzorska nagrada Steinway Münster, Münster, Nemčija, 2024  
1st prize, Steinway Sponsorship Award Münster, Münster, Germany, 2024

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 26 v Es-duru, op. 81a, »Slovo« / No. 26 in E-flat major, 
Op. 81a, “Les Adieux”
Robert Schumann: Toccata v C-duru, op. 7 / in C major, Op. 7
Fryderyk Chopin: Barkarola v Fis-duru, op. 60 / Barcarolle in F-sharp major, Op. 60
Samuel Barber: Sonata v es-molu, op. 26 / in E-flat minor, Op. 26

2. etapa / Round 2
Johann Sebastian Bach, prir. / arr. Ferruccio Busoni: Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, 
BWV 659
Fryderyk Chopin: Sonata št. 2 v b-molu, op. 35 / No. 2 in B-flat minor, Op. 35
Sergej Prokofjev: Sonata št. 8 v B-duru, op. 84 / No. 8 in B-flat major, Op. 84

3. etapa / Round 3
Johannes Brahms: Koncert za klavir in orkester  št. 1 v d-molu, op. 15 / Piano Concerto 
No. 1 in  D minor, Op. 15
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VIRGILE 
ROCHE

Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
1998

Država / Country: 
Francija / France

Virgile Roche je eden najbolj vsestranskih pianistov na današnji mladi evropski sce-
ni. Pri 17 letih je bil sprejet na Nacionalni konservatorij za glasbo in ples v Parizu, kjer 
je pridobil osem diplom: za klavir (pri M.-J. Jude, J. Vitaudu in E. Strosserju), komorno 
glasbo, spremljevalni klavir, lied, harmonijo, kontrapunkt, kompozicijo in orkestraci-
jo. Septembra 2024 je bil na isti instituciji sprejet v izredno selektiven podiplomski 
program umetniške diplome. Med letoma 2022 in 2025 je bil rezidenčni umetnik v 
Glasbeni kapeli kraljice Elizabete v Belgiji, kjer je študiral pod mentorstvom F. Braleyja 
in A. Kouyoumdjiana. Sodeloval je na mojstrskih tečajih priznanih pianistov, kot so 
N. Goerner, B. Chamayou in M. Béroff, ter komornih glasbenikov, kot so H. Beyerle, 
P. Jüdt in J. Meissl. Redno nastopa na velikih mednarodnih festivalih in prizoriščih 
v Evropi in tujini (ZDA, Japonska, Združeni arabski emirati, Avstralija itd.). Leta 2026 
bo z orkestrom Nacionalnega konservatorija za glasbo in ples v Parizu prvič izvedel 
Klavirski koncert št. 3 Béle Bartóka.

Virgile Roche  is one of the most versatile pianists of today's young European sce-
ne. Admitted at the age of 17 to the Paris National Conservatory of Music and 
Dance, he recieved a total of eight degrees: Piano (under M.-J. Jude, J. Vitaud 
and E. Strosser), Chamber Music, Collaborative Piano, Lied, Harmony, Counterpoint, 
Composition and Orchestration. In September 2024, he joined the institution’s highly 
selective Artist Diploma postgraduate programme. From 2022 to 2025, he was an 
Artist in Residence at the Queen Elisabeth Music Chapel in Belgium, studying under 
the guidance of F. Braley and A. Kouyoumdjian. He has taken part in masterclasses 
with renowned pianists such as N. Goerner, B. Chamayou and M. Béroff, as well as 
chamber musicians such as H. Beyerle, P. Jüdt and J. Meissl. He performs regularly 
at major international festivals and venues in Europe and abroad (USA, Japan, UAE, 
Australia...). In 2026, he is scheduled to perform Béla Bartók’s Piano Concerto No. 3 
for the first time with the Orchestra of the Paris National Conservatory of Music and 
Dance.
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 2. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje princese Lalla Meryem, Rabat, 
Maroko, 2025 / 2nd prize, Princess Lalla Meryem International Piano Competition, 
Rabat, Morocco, 2025

•	 3. nagrada, 2 posebni nagradi, Mednarodno glasbeno tekmovanje ARD, München, 
Nemčija, 2023 / 3rd prize, 2 special prizes, ARD International Music Competition, 
Munich, Germany, 2023

•	 2. nagrada, Mednarodno tekmovanje in festival komorne glasbe v Osaki, Osaka, 
Japonska, 2023 / 2nd prize, Osaka International Chamber Music Competition & Festa,  
Osaka, Japan, 2023

•	 2. nagrada, Mednarodno tekmovanje komorne glasbe v Melbournu, Melbourne, 
Avstralija, 2023 / 2nd prize, Melbourne International Chamber Music Competition, 
Melbourne,  Australia, 2023

•	 1. nagrada, 2 posebni nagradi, Mednarodno tekmovanje komorne glasbe – Trio 
di Trieste, Trst, Italija, 2022 / 1st prize, 2 special prizes, International Chamber Music 
Competition - Trio di Trieste, Trieste, Italy, 2022

•	 2. nagrada, 3 posebne nagrade, Mednarodno tekmovanje Piano Campus, Pontoise,  
Francija, 2020 / 2nd prize, 3 special prizes, Piano Campus International Competition, 
Pontoise, France, 2020

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 32 v c-molu, op. 111 / No. 32 in C minor, Op. 111
Béla Bartók: Tri etude, Sz. 72 / Three Études, Sz. 72
Franz Liszt: Réminiscences de Norma de Bellini – Grande fantaisie, S. 394

2. etapa / Round 2
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: Sonata št. 3 v B-duru, K. 281 / No. 3 in B-flat major, K. 281
Claude Debussy: Podobe, II. zvezek, L. 111 / Images, Book II, L. 111
Modest Petrovič Musorgski: Slike z razstave / Pictures at an Exhibition

3. etapa / Round 3
Sergej Prokofjev: Koncert za klavir št. 2 v g-molu, op. 16 / Piano Concerto No. 2 in  
G minor, Op. 16
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KIRYL 
BARTASHEVICH

Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
2004

Država / Country: 
Belorusija / Belarus

Kiril Bartaševič je začel študij klavirja pri sedmih letih. Leta 2012 je bil sprejet na Re-
publiško visoko šolo za glasbo Beloruske državne glasbene akademije, oddelek za 
klavir (pod vodstvom E. Ahremčik in I. Semenjako), kjer je diplomiral leta 2022. Nato 
je začel študij na Akademiji Sibelius (pod vodstvom K. Kozlovskega in T. Hakkile), kjer 
je aprila 2025 izvedel svoj diplomski koncert. Trenutno je v prvem letniku magistrske-
ga študija na Akademiji Sibelius. Bartaševič je z orkestrom debitiral pri 12 letih, ko 
je z Državnim akademskim simfoničnim orkestrom Republike Belorusije izvedel prvi 
stavek Klavirskega koncerta v a-molu Edvarda Griega. Je aktiven koncertni izvaja-
lec, nastopal pa je v Belorusiji, Rusiji, Franciji, Ukrajini, Španiji in na Finskem. Decem-
bra 2019 je veleposlaništvo Republike Belorusije v Franciji priredilo predstavitev Kiri-
love solo plošče z glasbo Sergeja Prokofjeva in Clauda Debussyja. Sodeloval je na 
pomembnih glasbenih dogodkih, med drugim na XXIV. izvedbi festivala Santander 
Music and Academy Encounter in festivalu PianoEspoo. Bartaševič je nagrajenec 
številnih nacionalnih in mednarodnih tekmovanj v Rusiji, Belorusiji, Moldaviji, Ukrajini 
in na Finskem.  

Kiryl Bartashevich began studying piano at the age of seven. In 2012, he entered 
the Republican Gymnasium-College at the Belarusian State Academy of Music, 
special piano department (headed by E. Akhremchik and I. Semenyako), which 
he graduated from in 2022. After that he began his studies at the Sibelius Academy 
(headed by K. Kozlovski and T. Hakkila), where he gave his bachelor's concert in 
April 2025. He is currently a first-year master's student at the Sibelius Academy. Barta-
shevich made his orchestral debut at the age of 12, performing the first movement 
of Edvard Grieg's Piano Concerto in A minor with the State Academic Symphony 
Orchestra of the Republic of Belarus. He is an active concert performer, having 
performed in Belarus, Russia, France, Ukraine, Finland and Spain. In December 2019, 
the Embassy of the Republic of Belarus in France hosted a presentation of Kiryl's solo 
album with music by Sergei Prokofiev and Claude Debussy. He has taken part in 
major musical events such as, the XXIV Santander Music and Academy Encounter 
and the PianoEspoo Festival. Bartashevich is a laureate of numerous national and 
international competitions in Russia, Belarus, Moldova, Ukraine and Finland.  
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 2. nagrada, Klavirsko tekmovanje v Tampereju, Tampere, Finska, 2025 / 2nd prize, 
Tampere Piano Competition, Tampere, Finland, 2025  

•	 bronasta medalja, 14. Delfske igre mladih držav članic CIS, Moskva, Rusija, 2019 
bronze medal, Fourteenth Youth Delphic Games of the CIS Member States, 
Moscow, Russia, 2019  

•	 2. nagrada v začetniški kategoriji »B« in 1. nagrada v napredni kategoriji »C«, XI. 
Mednarodno tekmovanje mladih pianistov v spomin na Vladimirja Horowitza, 
Kijev, Ukrajina, 2016 / 2nd prize in the "B" elementary category and 1st prize in "C" 
advanced category, XI International Competition of Young Pianists in Memory of 
Vladimir Horowitz, Kyiv, Ukraine, 2016  

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Jean-Philippe Rameau: Alemanda  iz  Nove suite  za  čembalo  v a-molu, RCT 5  
Allemande from Nouvelles Suites de Pièces de Clavecin in A minor, RCT 5 
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 27 v e-molu, op. 90 / No. 27 in E minor, Op. 90  
Sergej Prokofjev: Sonata št. 6 v A-duru, op. 82 / No. 6 in A major, Op. 82 

2. etapa / Round 2
Jean-Philippe Rameau: Musette in rondo iz Suite v e-molu, RCT 2 / en Rondeau from 
Suite in E minor, RCT 2 
Claude Debussy: Podobe, I. zvezek, L. 110 / Images, Book I, L. 110 
Unsuk Chin: Etuda št. 2, »Sekvence« / Etude No. 2, “Sequenzen”   
Jean-Philippe Rameau: L’Entretien des Muses iz Suite v D-duru, RCT 3 / from Suite in  
D major, RCT 3
Modest Petrovič Musorgski: Slike z razstave / Pictures at an Exhibition 

3. etapa / Round 3
Sergej Prokofjev: Koncert za klavir št. 2 v g-molu, op. 16 / Piano Concerto No. 2 in G minor, 
Op. 16 
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SEHYEOK 
SON

Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
2006

Država / Country: 
Južna Koreja / South Korea

Južnokorejski pianist Sehyeok Son trenutno študira na Šoli Colburn pri F. Bidiniju in 
H. Kim. Izobraževal se je na Umetniški univerzi Yewon in Šoli Yehudija Menuhina v 
Veliki Britaniji. Prejel je nagradi na Klavirskih tekmovanjih Henle (2020) in korejski Liszt 
(2021) ter nagrado za najboljšo romantično skladbo na Mednarodnem tekmovanju 
za mlade glasbenike Čajkovskega (2022), kjer je bil tudi finalist. Nastopal je v dvora-
nah Kumho Art Yonsei, Yamaha v Centru za umetnost v Seulu, leta 2021 pa je s Sim-
foničnim orkestrom Millenium izvedel Klavirski koncert št. 2 v c molu, op. 18 Sergeja 
Rahmaninova. Leta 2023 je sodeloval z A. Wassom pri izvedbi Pomladnega obredja 
za dva klavirja. S podporo Fundacije za razvoj kadrov in Kulturne fundacije Samick 
je sodeloval na mojstrskih tečajih K. Zimermana, K. Lifschitza in C.-M Kanga.

Sehyeok Son, a pianist from South Korea, currently studies at the Colburn School 
with F. Bidini and H. Kim. He trained at Yewon Arts University and the Yehudi Menuhin 
School in the UK. His awards include the Grand Prix at the Henle Piano Competi-
tion (2020), Korean Liszt Piano Competition (2021), and Best Romantic Piece Award 
at the International Tchaikovsky Competition for Young Musicians (2022), where he 
was also a finalist. He has performed at the Kumho Art Hall Yonsei, Yamaha Hall, 
and Seoul Arts Center, and played Piano Concerto No. 2 in C minor, Op. 18 by 
Sergei Rachmaninov with the Millennium Symphony Orchestra in 2021. In 2023, he 
collaborated with A. Wass in The Rite of Spring for Two Pianos. He has participated 
in masterclasses with K. Zimerman, K. Lifschitz, and C.-M. Kang, with support from 
the Human Resources Development Foundation and Samick Cultural Foundation.
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 nagrada za najboljšo izvedbo romantičnega dela, Mednarodno tekmovanje za 
mlade glasbenike Čajkovskega, Moskva, Rusija, 2022 / Best Romantic Performance 
Award,  International Tchaikovsky Competition for Young Musicians,  Moscow, 
Russia, 2022

•	 velika nagrada, Klavirsko tekmovanje Henle, Seul, Južna Koreja, 2022 / Grand 
Prix, Henle Piano Competition, Seoul, South Korea, 2022 

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 23 v f-molu, op. 57, »Appassionata« / No. 23 in  
F minor, Op.57 “Appassionata” 
Maurice Ravel: Nočne prikazni, M. 55 / Gaspard de la nuit, M. 55

2. etapa / Round 2
Georg Friedrich Händel: Suita št. 2 v F-duru, HWV 427 / Suite No. 2 in F major, HWV 427 
Franz Liszt: Sonata v h-molu, S. 178 / in B minor, S. 178 
Fryderyk Chopin: Barkarola v Fis-duru, op. 60 / Barcarolle in F-sharp major, Op. 60 
Samuel Barber: Sonata v es-molu, op. 26 / in E-flat minor, Op. 26

3. etapa / Round 3
Johannes Brahms: Koncert za klavir št. 1 v d-molu, op. 15 / Piano Concerto No. 1 in  
D minor, Op. 15
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URBAN 
STANIČ

Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
1996

Država / Country: 
Slovenija / Slovenia

Urban Stanič redno nastopa v največjih koncertnih dvoranah v Sloveniji in ima kot 
solist bogate izkušnje z najuglednejšimi domačimi orkestri. Študij je zaključil z najvišjo 
odliko v razredu D. Tomšič Srebotnjak na Akademiji za glasbo Univerze v Ljubljani, 
študiral pa je tudi pri S. Vladarju na Univerzi za glasbo in uprizoritvene umetnosti 
na Dunaju. Od leta 2014, ko je osvojil 2. nagrado na Evroviziji mladih glasbenikih v 
Kölnu, je koncertiral v več evropskih državah in kot solist nastopal z dirigenti, kot so 
Q. Hindley, G. Pehlivanian, N. Venditti, S. Dvoršak, C. Larsen-Maguire, S. Kulenović, 
Ž. Ploj Peršuh, K. Poska, D. Mori, K. Solomnišvili in U. Lajovic. Leta 2023 je na 1. Med-
narodnem klavirskem tekmovanju Festivala Ljubljana osvojil nagrado za najboljšega 
slovenskega predstavnika na tekmovanju in nagrado za najboljšo izvedbo skladbe 
slovenskega skladatelja. Njegovi nedavni koncerti vključujejo solistični recital v Gal-
lusovi dvorani, največji koncertni dvorani v Sloveniji, ter odprtje sezone 2024/2025 
Slovenske filharmonije.

Urban Stanič is a regular performer at the largest concert venues in Slovenia, 
and has extensive experience as a soloist with the most prominent orchestras in his 
homeland. He finished his studies with the highest praise in the class of D. Tomšič 
Srebotnjak at the Academy for Music of the University of Ljubljana, and was in the 
class of S. Vladar at the University for Music and Performing Arts Vienna. Since he 
won 2nd prize at the Eurovision Young Musicians Competition in Cologne in 2014, 
he has given concerts in various European countries and played as a soloist with 
conductors such as Q. Hindley, G. Pehlivanian, N. Venditti, S. Dvoršak, C. Larsen-
Maguire, S. Kulenović, Ž. Ploj Peršuh, K. Poska, D. Mori, K. Solomnišvili in U. Lajovic. He 
won the prize for the best Slovene contestant and prize for the best performance of 
a Slovene work at the 1st Ljubljana Festival International Piano Competition in 2023. 
His recent concerts include a solo recital in Gallus Hall, Slovenia’s largest and most 
prominent concert hall, and the opening of the 2024/25 season of the Slovenian 
Philharmonic.
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 najboljši slovenski tekmovalec in najboljša izvedba dela slovenskega skladatelja,  
1. Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Festivala Ljubljana, Ljubljana, Slovenija, 2023  
best Slovene contestant and best performance of Slovene work, 1st Ljubljana  
Festival International Piano Competition, Ljubljana, Slovenija, 2023

•	 1. nagrada, TEMSIG – Tekmovanje mladih slovenskih glasbenikov in baletnih 
plesalcev, Radovljica, Slovenija, 2019 / 1st prize,  TEMSIG – Competition of Young  
Slovenian Musicians and Ballet Dancers, Radovljica, Slovenia, 2019

•	 1. nagrada, TEMSIG – Tekmovanje mladih slovenskih glasbenikov in baletnih 
plesalcev, Nova Gorica, Slovenija, 2016 / 1st prize, TEMSIG – Competition of Young 
Slovenian Musicians and Ballet Dancers, Nova Gorica, Slovenia, 2016

•	 1. nagrada, slovenski izbor za Evrovizijo mladih glasbenikov, Ljubljana, Slovenija,  
2014 / 1st prize, Slovenian selection for Eurovision Young Musicians, Ljubljana,  
Slovenia, 2014

•	 2. nagrada, 18. Evrovizija mladih glasbenikov, Köln, Nemčija, 2014 / 2nd prize,  
18th Eurovision Young Musicians, Cologne, Germany, 2014

•	 1. nagrada, TEMSIG – Tekmovanje mladih slovenskih glasbenikov in baletnih 
plesalcev, Novo mesto, Slovenija, 2013 / 1st prize,  TEMSIG – Tekmovanje mladih 
slovenskih glasbenikov in baletnih plesalcev, Novo mesto, Slovenia, 2013

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 30 v E-duru, op. 109 / No. 30 in E major, op. 109
Franz Liszt: Leta romanja, Drugo leto: Italija, S. 161, št. 5 / Années de pèlerinage, Deuxi-
ème année: Italie, S. 161, No. 5

Petrarkov sonet 104 / Sonetto 104 del Petrarca
Sergej Prokofjev: Sonata št. 7 v B-duru, op. 83 / No. 7 in B-flat major, Op. 83

2. etapa / Round 2
Claude Debussy: Podobe, II. zvezek, L. 111 / Images, Book II, L. 111
Vilko Ukmar: Sedem partenijev / Seven parthenions 

Partenij št. 1 / Parthenion No. 1   
Partenij št. 2 / Parthenion No. 2

Robert Schumann: Simfonične etude, op. 13, s posthumnimi variacijami / Symphonic 
Études, Op. 13, with posthumous variations 

3. etapa / Round 3
Peter Ilijč Čajkovski: Koncert za klavir št. 1 v b-molu, op. 23 / Piano Concerto No. 1 in 
B-flat minor, Op. 23
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YOUL  
SUN

Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
2000

Država / Country: 
Južna Koreja / South Korea

Pianist Youl Sun je leta 2024 na Mednarodnem klavirskem tekmovanju Gina 
Bachauer osvojil izjemno trojno nagrado, in sicer prvo nagrado, nagrado občinstva 
in nagrado študentske žirije. Istega leta je osvojil tudi skupno prvo nagrado na Med-
narodnem glasbenem tekmovanju v Seulu, kjer je požel številne pohvale za globino 
in prefinjenost svojega umetniškega mojstrstva. Aprila 2023 je Sun, znan po svoji iz-
jemni virtuoznosti in muzikalnosti, pritegnil mednarodno pozornost, ko je osvojil drugo 
nagrado in nagrado občinstva na Mednarodnem klavirskem tekmovanju Viseu na 
Portugalskem. Nadaljeval je z najvišjimi nagradami na Mednarodnem tekmovan-
ju ISANGYUN 2023, Mednarodnem klavirskem tekmovanju Istanbul Orchestra‘Sion 
2024 in Mednarodnem glasbenem tekmovanju Maria Canals. Diplomiral je na Šoli 
Yewon in je častni diplomant Umetniške gimnazije v Seulu, študiral pa je na Korej-
ski nacionalni univerzi za umetnost v okviru programa za nadarjene. Od leta 2022 
nadaljuje podiplomski študij v Franciji, kjer je diplomiral na Schola Cantorum (2023) 
in na pariškem konservatoriju École Normale de Musique (2025). Študiral je pri O. 
Gardonu in D. Kimu, trenutno pa prejema umetniško podporo Fundacije Hyundai 
Motor Chung Mong-Koo.

In 2024, the pianist Youl Sun achieved a remarkable triple crown at the Gina 
Bachauer International Piano Competition, winning the 1st prize, the audience 
award, and the student jury award. In the same year, he also claimed the joint  
1st prize at the Seoul International Music Competition, receiving high acclaim for the 
depth and refinement of his artistry. Known for his outstanding virtuosity and musi-
cality, he gained international attention in April 2023 by winning 2nd prize and the 
audience award at the Viseu International Piano Competition in Portugal. He went 
on to earn top prizes at the 2023 International ISANGYUN Competition, the 2024 the 
International Piano Competition – Istanbul Orchestra’ Sion, and the Maria Canals 
International Music Competition.​ A graduate of Yewon School and an honorary 
graduate of Seoul Arts High School, Youl Sun entered and completed his studies at 
the Korea National University of Arts through its gifted programme. Since 2022, he 
has pursued advanced studies in France, graduating from the Schola Cantorum 
(2023) and Paris École Normale de Musique (2025). He has studied under O. Gardon 
and D. Kim, and currently receives artistic support from the Hyundai Motor Chung 
Mong-Koo Foundation.
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 1. nagrada, nagrada občinstva, nagrada študentske žirije, Mednarodno klavirsko 
tekmovanje Gina Bachauer, Salt Lake City, ZDA, 2024 / 1st prize, audience award, 
student jury award, Gina Bachauer International Piano Competition,  Salt Lake 
City, USA, 2024

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno glasbeno tekmovanje v Seulu, Seul, Južna Koreja, 2024 
1st prize, Seoul International Music Competition, Seoul, South Korea, 2024

•	 2. nagrada, nagrada občinstva, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Viseu, 
Viseu, Portugalska, 2023 / 2nd prize, audience award, Viseu International Piano 
Competition, Viseu, Portugal, 2023

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 2 v A-duru, op. 2, št. 2 / Piano Sonata No. 2 in A major,  
Op. 2, No. 2
Franz Liszt: Transcendentalne etude, S. 139 / Études d’exécution transcendante, S. 139

Etuda št. 11 v Des-duru, »Harmonije večera« / Étude No. 11 in D-flet major, “Harmonies 
du soir” 

Igor Stravinski: Trije stavki iz Petruške / Trois mouvements de Petrouchka

2. etapa / Round 2
Muzio Clementi: Sonata v G-duru, op. 37, št. 2 / in G major, Op. 37, No. 2
Claude Debussy: Preludiji, I. in II. zvezek, CD. 125, 131 / Préludes, Book I & II, CD. 125, 131

Les collines d'Anacapri
La fille aux cheveux de lin
La sérénade interrompue
Feuilles mortes
La puerta del Vino
Bruyères
Minstrels
Ce qu'a vu le Vent d'Ouest

Johannes Brahms: Variacije in fuga ana Händlovo temo, op. 24 / Variations and Fugue 
on a Theme by Handel, Op. 24

3. etapa / Round 3
Sergej Prokofjev: Koncert za klavir št. 3 v C-duru, op. 26 / Piano Concerto No. 3 in  
C major, Op. 26
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KAI RONG 
TOBY TAN

Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
2008

Država / Country: 
Singapur / Singapore

Kai Rong Toby Tan, rojen leta 2008, je leta 2024 pridobil naziv predsednikov mladi 
nastopajoči Simfoničnega orkestra iz Singapurja, s katerim je izvedel Rapsodijo na 
Paganinijevo temo Sergeja Rahmaninova. Svoj koncertni debi je imel pri desetih 
letih s Filharmoničnim orkestrom Soliall, nato pa je nastopal z orkestri, kot so Salz-
burški komorni solisti, Virtuosi Brunenses, Komorni orkester Maestoso, Kvartet T'ang, 
Glasbeno združenje Ding Yi, Otroški filharmonični orkester in Orkester Georg-Friedri-
ch-Händel-Gymnasium. Povabljen je bil k nastopu v Berlinski filharmoniji, Kulturnem 
centru Suzhou Bay ter Centru za kulturo in umetnost v Sudžovu. Prav tako je bil po-
vabljen k izvedbi dveh recitalov Fryderyka Chopina v Varšavi, kot del cikla Sobotni 
Chopinovi recitali 2025 v Żelazowi Woli. Trenutno obiskuje Konservatorij za glasbo 
Yong Siew Toh v Singapurju, kjer študira pri A. Tiuju, zasebno pa pri A. Babakhanianu.

Born in 2008, Kai Rong Toby Tan was selected as the Singapore Symphony Orchestra 
President’s Young Performer in 2024, performing Rhapsody on a Theme of Paginini  
by Sergei Rachmaninov with the Singapore Symphony Orchestra. He made his con-
certo debut at the age of 10 with the Soliall Philharmonic Orchestra, and has since 
performed with the Salzburg Chamber Soloists, Virtuosi Brunenses, Maestoso Cham-
ber Orchestra, T’ang Quartet, Ding Yi Music Company, Kids’ Philharmonic Orchestra 
and the orchestra of the Georg-Friedrich-Handel-Gymnasium. He has been invited 
to perform at Berliner Philharmonie, Suzhou Bay Grand Theatre and Suzhou Cultu-
re and Arts Centre. He was also invited to present two Fryderyk Chopin recitals in 
Warsaw as part of the Saturday Chopin Recitals in Żelazowa Wola 2025 cycle. He is 
currently a student at the Yong Siew Toh Conservatory of Music (Singapore), studying 
under A. Tiu and privately with A. Babakhanian.
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 1. nagrada, nagrada občinstva, umetniška kategorija, Državno tekmovanje za klavir 
in violino, Singapur, Singapur, 2025 /1st and audience prize artist category, National 
Piano and Violin Competition, Singapore, Singapore, 2025 

•	 1. nagrada, Vietnamsko mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje in festival, Hanoj, Viet-
nam, 2025 / 1st prize, Vietnam International Piano Competition & Festival, Hanoi,  
Vietnam, 2025

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodni klavirski festival in tekmovanje Unvierza UCSI, Kuala Lum-
pur, Malezija, 2024 / 1st prize, UCSI University International Piano Festival and Com-
petition, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 2024

•	 2. nagrada, 6. Mednarodno tekmovanje Piano Island, Singapur, Singapur, 2024  
2nd prize, 6th International Piano Island Competition, Singapore, Singapore, 2024 

•	 3. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Vigo, Vigo, Španija, 2024 / 3rd prize, 
Vigo International Piano Competition, Vigo, Spain, 2024

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje v Aarhusu, Aarhus, Danska, 2023 
1st prize, Aarhus International Piano Competiton, Aarhus, Denmark, 2023

•	 2. nagrada, Mednarodno Mozartovo tekmovanje za mlade glasbenike v Žuhaju, 
Žuhaj, Kitajska, 2023 / 2nd prize, Zhuhai International Mozart Competition for Young 
Musicians, Zhuhai, China, 2023

•	 3. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje v Singapurju (SIPC), Singapur,  
Singapur, 2023 / 3rd prize, Singapore International Piano Competition (SIPC), Singa-
pore, Singapore, 2023

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 13 v Es-duru, op. 27, št. 1, »Quasi una fantasia«  
No. 13 in E-flat major, Op. 27, No. 1, “Quasi una fantasia”
Robert Schumann: Gozdni prizori, op. 82 / Waldszenen, Op. 82
Sergej Prokofjev: Štiri etude, op. 2 / 4 Études, Op. 2

2. etapa / Round 2
Domenico Scarlatti:
Sonata v f-molu, K. 69 / in F minor, K. 69
Sonata v D-duru, K. 29 / in D major, K. 29
Gabriel Fauré: Nokturno št. 7 v cis-molu, op. 74 / Nocturne No. 7 in C-sharp minor, Op. 74
Fryderyk Chopin: Sonata št. 3 v h-molu, op. 58 / No. 3 in B minor, Op. 58
Arno Babadjanian: Šest slik / Six Pictures

3. etapa / Round 3
Sergej Prokofiev: Koncert za klavir št. 2 v g-molu, op. 16 / Piano Concerto No. 2 in  
G minor, Op. 16
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KUO  
WANG

Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
2004

Država / Country: 
Kitajska / China

Kuo Wang je začel igrati klavir pri petih letih pod okriljem L. Jiana. Študiral je pri  
F. Minu na Šanghajskem konservatoriju za glasbo in C. Xuju na Univerzi Ningbo. 
Leta 2018 je bil sprejet na Glasbeno srednjo šolo Šanghajskega konservatorija, kjer 
je študiral pri T. Jinu. Bil je štipendist in nastopal na pomembnih dogodkih, kot sta 
koncert Ode to Spring Film Symphony Concert in Trojni koncert, op. 56 Ludwiga van 
Beethovna s Simfoničnim orkestrom iz Ningboja. Osvojil je številne nagrade, med 
drugim zlato nagrado na Mednarodnem mladinskem klavirskem tekmovanju Pe-
arl River – Kayserburg 2017, zlato in srebrno nagrado na Mednarodnem klavirskem 
festivalu Klavir svilne poti v Ningboju 2018, zlato nagrado v finalu Mednarodnega 
klavirskega tekmovanja Mozart 2019 na Kitajskem in srebrno nagrado na Med-
narodnem klavirskem tekmovanju Skrjabin 2021. Od leta 2022 študira na Univerzi za 
glasbo Franza Liszta v Weimarju, najprej pri M. Lifitsu, nato pa pri M. Kim. Sodeloval 
je z L. Natočenijem, M. Dalbertom, T. Krämerjem in C. Hung-Kuanom. Leta 2025 je 
na Mednarodnem tekmovanju Piano Campus v Franciji osvojil šest nagrad, med 
drugim Piano Campus d‘Or in nagrado občinstva. Redno nastopa v Nemčiji, na 
Kitajskem, Japonskem in drugod.

Kuo Wang began piano at the age of five under the inspiration of L. Jian. He studied 
with F. Min at the Shanghai Conservatory of Music and C. Xu at Ningbo University. In 
2018, he entered the Middle School of the Shanghai Conservatory of Music, study-
ing with T. Jin. He has received scholarships and performed at major events such as 
the Ode to Spring Film Symphony Concert and Triple Concerto, Op. 56 by Ludwig 
van Beethoven with the Ningbo Symphony Orchestra. He has won numerous prizes, 
including the Gold Prize at the 2017 Pearl River – Kayserburg International Youth Pia-
no Competition, Gold and Silver at the 2018 “Silk Road Piano” Ningbo International 
Piano Art Festival, Gold at the 2019 Mozart Int’l Piano Competition China, and Silver 
at the 2021 Scriabin International Piano Competition. Since 2022, he has studied at 
the University of Music Franz List Weimar, first with M. Lifits, then with M. Kim. He has 
worked with L. Natochenny, M. Dalberto, T. Krämer and C. Hung-Kuan. In 2025, he 
won six awards at the Piano Campus International Competition in France, including 
the Piano Campus d’Or and Audience Award. He performs regularly in Germany, 
China, Japan, and beyond.
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 zlata nagrada, Pearl River. Mednarodno mladinsko klavirsko tekmovanje 
Kayserburg, Guangdžov, Kitajska, 2017 / gold prize, Pearl River. Kayserburg 
International Youth Piano Competition, Guangzhou, China , 2017

•	 zlato in srebrno priznanje, Mednarodni klavirski festival Klavir svilne poti v 
Ningboju, Ningbo, Kitajska, 2018 / gold and silver, “Silk Road Piano” Ningbo 
International Piano Art Festival, Ningbo, China, 2018

•	 zlato priznanje, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Mozart 2019, Peking, Kitajska, 
2019 / Gold, Mozart Int’l Piano Competition, Beijing, China , 2019

•	 srebrno priznanje, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Skrjabin, Xiamen, Kitajska, 
2021 / silver, Scriabin International Piano Competition, Xiamen, China, 2021

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno tekmovanje Piano Campus, Pontoise, Francija, 2025  
1st prize, Piano Campus International Competition in France, Pontoise, France, 
2025

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 32 v c-molu, op. 111 / No. 32 in C minor, Op. 111
Franz Schubert, prir. / arr. Franz Liszt: 
Am Tage Aller Seelen, Litanei, D. 343/26, S. 562/1 
Aufenthalt (Schwanengesang), D. 957/5, S. 560/3
Liebesbotschaft (Schwanengesang), D. 957/1 / S. 560/10
Milij Balakirjev: Islamej: Orientalska fantazija, op. 18 / Islamey: Oriental Fantasy, Op. 18

2. etapa / Round 2
Johannes Brahms: Variacije in fuga ana Händlovo temo, op. 24 / Variations and Fugue 
on a Theme by Handel, Op. 24
Arnold Schönberg: Šest malih klavirskih skladb, op. 19 / Six Little Piano Pieces, Op. 19
Sergej Prokofjev: Sonata št. 6 v A-duru, op. 82 / No. 6 in A major, Op. 82

3. etapa / Round 3
Peter Ilijč Čajkovski: Koncert za klavir št. 1 v b-molu, op. 23 / Piano Concerto No. 1 in 
B-flat minor, Op. 23
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ZHIQUAN 
WANG

Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
2009

Država / Country: 
Kitajska / China

Zhiquan Wang se je začel učiti klavirja pri štirih letih. Pri osmih letih je bil sprejet 
na Glasbeno srednjo šolo Šanghajskega konservatorija, kjer trenutno študira pri  
Z. Tangu. Prejel je številna priznanja, med drugim prvo nagrado in štiri posebne nag-
rade na 66. Mednarodnem klavirskem tekmovanju Prize Jaén v Španiji, kjer je postal 
najmlajši zmagovalec v zgodovini tega tekmovanja. Leta 2024 je bil nagrajen tudi 
na Mednarodnem tekmovanju klavirja Classic Piano v Dubaju v Združenih arabskih 
emiratih. Nastopal je z znanimi orkestri, med drugim z Državnim simfoničnim orke-
strom nove Rusije, Državnim simfoničnim orkestrom Armenije in Filharmoničnim orke-
strom iz Málage. Predstavil se je tudi na številnih prestižnih mednarodnih glasbenih 
festivalih, kjer je bil deležen široke naklonjenosti kritikov.

Zhiquan Wang began learning the piano at the age of four. At eight, he was ad-
mitted to the Music Middle School Affiliated to the Shanghai Conservatory of Music, 
where he currently studies with Z. Tang. He has earned numerous accolades, notab-
ly the first prize and four special prizes in he 66th Jaén International Piano Competition 
in 2025 in Spain, where he became the youngest winner in the history of the compe-
tition. In 2024, he was also recognized at the Classic Piano International Competi-
tion in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. He has performed with renowned orchestras, 
including the New Russia State Symphony Orchestra, the Armenian State Symphony  
Orchestra and the Málaga Philharmonic Orchestra. He has also appeared at nume-
rous prestigious international music festivals, earning widespread critical acclaim.
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 1. nagrada in štiri posebne nagrade, 66. Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Prize 
Jaén, Jaén, Španija, 2025 / 1st prize and four special prizes, 66th Jaén International 
Piano Competition, Jaén, Spain, 2025

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno mladinsko tekmovanje Hačaturjan, Peking, Kitajska, 2024  
1st  Prize, Khachaturian International Youth Competition, Beijing, China, 2024

•	 5. nagrada in dve posebni nagradi, Mednarodno tekmovanje Classic Piano, Dubaj, 
Združeni arabski emirati, 2024 / 5th prize and two special prizes, Classic Piano Inter-
national Competition, Dubai, United Arab Emirates, 2024

•	 velika nagrada, XIX. Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Moskovske centralne 
glasbene šole, Moskva, Rusija, 2023 / grand prix, XIX. International Piano Competi-
tion of the Moscow Central Music School, Moscow, Russia, 2023

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 21 v C-duru, op. 53, »Waldstein« / No. 21 in C major, 
Op. 53, “Waldstein”
Enrique Granados: Goyeva slikanica, H. 64 / Goyescas, H. 64

Dvorjenje / Los Requiebros
Nikolaj Karlovič Medtner: Pozabljene melodije, op. 39 / Forgotten Melodies, Op. 39

IV. Jutranja pesem / Canzona matinata 
Maurice Ravel: La valse, M. 72

2. etapa / Round 2
Georg Friedrich Händel: Chaconna v G-duru, HWV 435 / Chaconne in G major, HWV 
435
Johannes Brahms: Variacije na Paganinijevo temo, op. 35, I. in II. zvezek / Variations on 
a Theme of Paganini, Op. 35, Book I & II
Sergej Rahmaninov: Études-Tableaux, op. 33
Milij Balakirjev: Islamej: Orientalska fantazija, op. 18 / Islamey: Oriental Fantasy, Op. 18

3. etapa / Round 3
Sergej Prokofjev: Koncert za klavir št. 3 v C-duru, op. 26 / Piano Concerto No. 3 in  
C major, Op. 26
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GOCE 
ZLATEV

Leto rojstva / Year of birth:
2006

Država / Country: 
Severna Makedonija 
North Macedonia

Goce Zlatev se je rodil v Štipu v Severni Makedoniji. Je 19-letni pianist, ki priha-
ja iz glasbene družine iz Svetega Nikole. Klavir se je začel učiti pri osmih letih v 
glasbeni šoli v Štipu, v razredu G. Kostadinova, leta 2017 pa je začel študirati na 
Glasbenem in baletnem centru Ilija Nikolovski – Luj (DMBUC) v Skopju v razredu  
S. Micovske-Smilevske. Trenutno študira na Akademiji za glasbo Univerze v Ljubljani 
pri R. Dalibaltajanu. Med glasbenim izobraževanjem se je udeležil več nacionalnih in 
mednarodnih tekmovanj. Svoj prvi recital je imel pri 13 letih, leta 2019, v Skopju. Leta 
2019 je na povabilo C. Stigliani, direktorice organizacije Philomuses, ki se ukvarja s 
promocijo in uveljavljanjem mladih talentov, nastopil na dveh koncertih v Parizu, na 
prireditvi v organizaciji županje Pariza. Lani je ponovno izvedel solistične recitale v 
Parizu in na Dunaju, pa tudi v Rimu. Trikrat je nastopil s Filharmoničnim orkestrom Re-
publike Severne Makedonije. Med študijem si prizadeva nen ehno nadgrajevati svo-
je izobraževanje v sodelovanju z uglednimi profesorji, med katerimi so J. Zaharijeva, 
S. Trpčeski, S. Gadžijev, M. Gjoševska, C. Stigliani, L. Zilberstein in E. Heidsleck.

Goce Zlatev was born in Stip, North Macedonia. He is a 19-year old pianist who 
comes from a musical family from Sveti Nikole. He started studying piano at the age 
of eight in the music school in Stip, in the class of G. Kostadinov, and in 2017 started 
studying at the Ilija Nikolovski – Luj Music and Ballet Centre (DMBUC) in Skopje in the 
class of S. Micovska-Smilevska. He is now studying at the Academy for Music of the 
University of Ljubljana, Slovenia with R. Dalibaltayan. During his music education he 
has participated in several national and international competitions. He gave his first 
recital in 2019, at the age of 13, in Skopje. In 2019 he performed at two concerts in 
Paris, France at the invitation of C. Stigliani, the Director of Philomuses, an organisa-
tion for the promotion and affirmation of young talents, at an event organised by 
the Mayor of Paris. He gave solo recitals again in Paris and Vienna last year, as well 
as a recital in Rome. He has played three times with the Philharmonic Orchestra of 
the Republic of North Macedonia. While studying, he works to continuously upgrade 
his education in cooperation with his eminent professors, including J. Zaharieva,  
S. Trpčeski, S. Gadijev, M. Gjoshkevska, C. Stigliani, L. Zilberstein and E. Heidsieck.
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Prejete nagrade / Prizes received:

•	 1. nagrada, TEMSIG - Tekmovanje mladih slovenskih glasbenikov in baletnih 
plesalcev TEMSIG, Vrhnika, Slovenija, 2025 / 1st prize, TEMSIG – Competition of Young 
Slovenian Musicians and Ballet Dancers, Vrhnika, Slovenia, 2025

•	 1. nagrada,  Državno nacionalno tekmovanje, Skopje, Severna Makedonija, 2024 
1st prize, State National Competition, Skopje, North Macedonia, 2024

•	 zmagovalec, Mednarodno tekmovanje Polyhymnia, Skopje, Severna Makedonija, 
2021 / laureate, International competition Polyhymnia, Skopje, North Macedonia, 
2021 

•	 1. nagrada, Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Albert Roussel, Sofija, Bolgarija, 
2018 / 1st prize, Albert Roussel International Piano Competition, Sofia, Bulgaria, 2018

•	 1. nagrada, posebna nagrada, Mednarodno tekmovanje mladih glasbenikov 
Ohrid Pearls, Ohrid, Severna Makedonija, 2018 / 1st prize, Special Prize, Ohrid Pearls 
– International competition of young musicians, Ohrid, North Macedonia, 2018

Program / Programme:

1. etapa / Round 1
Domenico Scarlatti: Sonata v h-molu, K. 87 / in B minor, K. 87
Ludwig van Beethoven: Sonata št. 11 v B-duru, op. 22 / No. 11 in B-flat major, Op. 22
Franz Schubert: Sonata v a-molu, D. 784 / in A minor, D. 784

2. etapa / Round 2
Johann Sebastain Bach: Angleška suita št. 3 v g-molu, BWV 808 / English Suite No. 3 in 
G minor, BWV 808
Claude Debussy: Estampes, L. 100
Robert Schumann: Fantazija v C, op. 17 / Fantasie in C, Op. 17

3. etapa / Round 3
Peter Ilijč Čajkovski: Koncert za klavir št. 1 v b-molu, op. 23 / Piano Concerto No. 1 in 
B-flat minor, Op. 23
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Simfonični orkester RTV Slovenija je od ustanovitve leta 1955 zapustil pomembno 
umetniško sled. Neprecenljiva so studijska in koncertna snemanja za nacionalni 
glasbeni arhiv. Posnel je skoraj celoten slovenski simfonični repertoar, za najboljše 
poustvaritve domačih skladb pa prejel visoka priznanja. Širok krog poslušalcev si 
pridobiva s koncerti orkestrirane popularne glasbe, ki jih izvaja z najopaznejšimi 
ustvarjalci domače zabavne glasbe. Domača in mednarodna diskografija 
orkestra obsega več kot 400 zgoščenk. V zadnjem desetletju je pozornost vzbudil 
z odmevnimi projekti z najvidnejšimi glasbenimi zvezdami današnjega časa. Redno 
gostuje v evropskih prestolnicah kulture, v zadnjih sezonah z velikim uspehom v sloviti 
amsterdamski dvorani Concertgebouw, dunajskem Musikvereinu in Koncertni hiši, v 
dvorani Kölnske filharmonije, na turnejah in posameznih priložnostnih koncertih po 
vseh državah Evropske unije.

Simfonični orkester 
RTV Slovenija  
RTV Slovenia Symphony 
Orchestra
Spremljevalni orkester V FINALNI ETAPI
Accompanying Orchestra IN THE FINAL ROUND
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Since its foundation in 1955, the RTV Slovenia Symphony Orchestra has created 
an important artistic legacy. Its studio and concert recordings for the national music 
archive are invaluable. The orchestra has recorded almost the entire Slovenian 
symphonic repertoire, and has received high accolades for its outstanding 
performances of Slovenian compositions. It attracts a wide audience for its concerts 
of orchestrated popular music, which it performs with some of the most prominent 
artists in the Slovenian entertainment industry. The orchestra's Slovenian and 
international discography includes more than 400 CDs. In the last decade, it has 
attracted attention with high-profile projects featuring some of today's biggest music 
stars. The orchestra is a regular guest in European capitals of culture, performing 
in recent seasons with great success in Amsterdam's famous Concertgebouw, 
Vienna's Musikverein and Konzerthaus, the Cologne Philharmonic Hall, on tour, and 
with occasional concerts in all the countries of the European Union.
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Mednarodno klavirsko tekmovanje Festivala Ljubljana je član 
Fundacije Alink-Argerich. / Ljubljana Festival International 
Piano Competition is a member of Alink-Argerich Foundation.

Sponzor 9. Zimskega festivala  
Sponsor of the 9th Winter festival:

Partnerji Mednarodnega klavirskega tekmovanja Festivala Ljubljana 2026  
Ljubljana Festival International Piano Competition Partners 2026: 

Sponzorji Mednarodnega klavirskega tekmovanja Festivala Ljubljana 2026 
Ljubljana Festival International Piano Competition Sponsors 2026:

Glavni sponzor Festivala Ljubljana 
General sponsor of Ljubljana Festival: 

Glavni sponzor zunanjega oglaševanja 
General sponsor of outdoor advertising:

 Uradni prevozniki / Transport partners:

Medijski partnerji 9. Zimskega festivala / Media partners of the 9th Winter Festival: 

Glavni medijski sponzor Festivala Ljubljana  
General media sponsor of Ljubljana Festival: 
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